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7  he hall sprang to li fe and buzzed with 
atmosphere on Saturday 22nd 

November, when Neil Smith gave his recital 
at Kinson Community Centre. 

Neil 's programme consisted of a good 
variety of pieces from Praetorius to 
Brouwer. Incidentally, the Brouwer pieces 
mentioned in the programme were 
‘Malageuna’  arr. by Lecuona, ‘Un Dia de 
Noviembre’ and ‘Danza Del Altiplano’. 

We were treated to some excellent playing, 
contributing to a lively and entertaining 
performance throughout the evening. The 
audience showed their appreciation by their 
enthusiastic applause. Neil came back for 
two encores. ‘Missionera’ by Morel and ‘El 
Cancion’ by Andes. 

Neil ’s case was certainly a lot lighter going 
home as we had sold most of the CDs  and 
books. 

SCARY THINGS always seem to happen to 
Neil and the night before the concert was no 
exception. Neil was answering his emails 
when he noticed flashing lights outside his 
window. On investigation, the lights 
belonged to fire engines which were busy 
extinguishing a fire from the adjoining 
Greek takeaway. Fortunately the fire did not 
spread to Neil ’s house and he arrived safe 
and sound with the knowledge that his 
house was still in one piece and his cellar 
was not flooded with the water from the 
hoses. 

Thanks to  Phil and Katie for 
organising the lovel y party 
afterwards and to everyone for 
their food contributions.  

Workshop 
Seventeen of us enjoyed a relaxed 
and fun day absorbed in our chords 
and scales. No that is not a 
contradiction of terms. See the 
quote of the month. This course 
attracted a high proportion of non 
members - hopefully we will see 
them all again sometime in the 
future. 

We not only benefited from Neil ’s vast 
teaching experience of chords  and 
technique but also heard many funny stories 
along the way.  

We learnt about the CAGED scale system, 
named after the five Major chords on which 
it is based. We were also given exercises, 
including one devised by Jacqueline  Du 
Pré. 

We all know that we need to play our scales 
etc. every day but it doesn't hurt to be 
reminded every now and again. 

There was plenty of time for soloists. We 
had contributions from: Sarah Fry, Wil liam 
McNicol, Maurice Albin and a trio 
consisting of Valerie Evans, Bill Rhys and 
Bill Eggleston. 

All participants played exceptionally well 
and I’m sure that everyone on the course 
took home with them some helpful tips. 

Neil Smith 

Quote of the month 
“Technique is Terrific, Chords 
are Cool, Scales are Super”. 

Neil Smith 

DGS Workshop 23rd November 
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 Stephen was a little delayed as 
unfortunately his car had broken 
down - as cars tend to do 
from time to time!  

M aur i ce star ted  the 
proceedings by taking us 
through  ‘Cancion’  and `Danza' by Antonio Ruiz Pipo. 
Some of you may remember these pieces from the Cornelius 
Bruinsma workshop in 1998. For a first run through they 
went extremely well and I think that we almost certainly 
made a better job of them than we did five years ago.  

No shortage of after coffee players this month: 

Ann, Chris, Katie and Maurice played `Sonata in D. K113' 

by Scarlatti 

Bill , Valerie and William played ̀ Rondo in C minor' by Von 
Call  

Valerie played ̀ Largo from Concerto in D' by Vivaldi  

Andrew played ` Prelude no. 24' by Ponce and `Study no. 
15. opus 51' by Giuliani  

Margaret played ̀ Un Dia de Noviembre' by Brouwer  

Bob and Maurice played ̀ Sounds of Bells' by Pernambuco 

Bill Played ̀ Sweet Remembrance' by Joseph Starr 

Chris played `Prelude' by Lanrencini, `Wilson's 
Wilde' (anon) and ̀ Lady Hunsdon’s Puff ' by Dowland 

November  Meeting 

 Next Month: Sight Reading 

Guitar Notes from West Dean, Bloxham & Londonderry 
Memor ising  
You must be able to play the piece error free and easily 
every time before you try and memorise it. 

              Record the piece and visuali se your finger 
              movements (without the guitar) - first the left hand, 
              then the right hand. 

              Put the music in line with head of the guitar so that 
              you can see the music and your fingers at the same 
              time. 

              Chunk the piece down into very short phrases, even 
              one bar at a time. 

              Sing/hear the chunk (Most people wil l find it helpful 
              to look to the left as they recall the sound,) 

              Visualise the music - visualise your fingers (Most 
              people will find it helpful to look up left as they 
              visuali se) 

Play the phrase 

              If it is wrong redo without the music. You learn 
              more from your mistakes than your successes 

              Check against the music for your visualisation 

              Play it correctly and repeat the procedure 

              Add a phrase until the whole thing is memorised 

With a recording (your own or a commercial one) and the 
score: 

              Listen only looking right.  Recall the sound looking 
              left. Access the feel of the music looking down 
              right. 

              Listen again following the score and look up left 
              frequently 

              Listen again without the score looking up right to 
              visuali se the score 

              Switch between up left to recall sight of the score 
              and to the left to recall the sound. 

You need to “hear the picture of the feeling of the tune” . 

NB If you are left-handed it may work better for you if you 
read left for right and right for left in relation to 

the eye directions. Up, down and 
sideways remain the same. These eye 
direction concepts are taken from 
NLP and are my additions to the notes 
I took on the courses. 

Bill Rhys   

Next Meeting 
The next meeting wil l take place on 21 December at 2 p.m. until 5.30 pm. in the Small Hall . The tradition is to 
bring a dish of food and soft drinks if you wish. The usual tea and coffee will be available. 

By popular demand, Maurice wil l be bringing along his pop tunes. So don't forget to bring your 
guitars. 

If anyone has a party piece that they wish to perform please feel free. Singing, dancing, any 
instruments (even guitars are allowed) 
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Ivor Mairants Competition Winner  
The Ivor Mairants competition took place in London on 27th November  (see May newsletter)   

and  DGS are proud to be contributing to the prize by promoting a concert for the prize winner. 

The winner of the competition is Car l Herring from the Royal College of Music and will be 
playing for us on 6th March 2004.  

Ensemble Weekend   

July 3rd/4th  
Our friends in Derby have invited 
DGS players to an Ensemble 
weekend with the Lenz Duo from 
Australia.  

The weekend i ncl udes a 
professional concert by the Lenz Duo and also The Derby Classical 
Guitar Society's Summer Party Concert. 

If you are interested in participating please let me know a.s.a.p. so 
that I can let Nigel know.  

Char ity Status 
I am pleased to announce 
that DGS has been accepted 
for charity status and  has 
been entered in the Central 
Register of Charities with 
effect from 10th December 
2003. 

Terry, Richard and myself 
have become the charity 
trustees.  

Anagrams of Dorset Guitar Society 

1.       Good security artiste 
2.       cute artistry goodies 
3.       cosy dirtiest outrage 
4.       scattier outside orgy 
5.       gooey crudities start 
6.       great courtesy idiots 
7.       disaster to erotic guy 
8.       Guy reads to eroticist 
9.       tasty, egoistic or rude 
10      dear, it is cutest orgy 
11.     to your artistic edges 
12.     city outrages editors 

Sent in by Michael Evans 

Seasons Greetings 
To all DGS Members 

and families 
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We meet at: 
Kinson Community Centre 

Pelhams Park 
Mil lhams Road 

Kinson  
BH10 7LH 

Dorset Guitar Society 

Saturday 17 January - Concert 8 p.m. (bar open 
7.30 p.m.) 
DORCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 
School Lane, The Grove, Dorchester 
Sam Piha & Martin Vishnick (International 
guitar duo) 
Tel: Box Off ice 01305 266 926 -  

�

8 (Conc. 
�

5) 

Fr iday 30 January  - Concert 7.45 p.m. 
MUSIC AT CANFORD 
Canford School, Wimborne, Dorset 
Emma Kirkby (Soprano)  
& Anthony Rooley (Lute) 
Tel: 01202 841254 

Saturday 6 March - Concert 7.30 p.m. 
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
Kinson Community Centre 
Carl Herr ing 
Tel: Margaret Tredwell 01425 613 739 

�

8 (Conc. 
�

6)  

Saturday 5 June - Concert 7.30 p.m.  
Sunday 6 June - Workshop 
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
Kinson Community Centre 
Brad Richter 
Tel:  Margaret Tredwell 01425 613739  

WEEKEND COURSES 

URCHFONT M ANOR 
Nr Devizes, Wiltshire 

Apr il Fr iday 2 - Sunday 4 
CLASSICAL  GUITAR WEEKEND 
Raymond Burley & Cornelius Bruinsma 
Tel: 01380 840 495 

 
WEST DEAN 
West Dean College, Chichester. 

February 20-22  
ENSEMBLE ! PLAYING THE GUITAR IN A GROUP 
Gerald Garcia 
Reference: WE084 
March 19-21  
A WEEKEND FOR LUTENISTS 
David Mill er 
Reference: WE125 
 
Tel:  0123 811 302 
On line booking form from website:  www.westdean.org.uk 

Contact Numbers        �
�  

Terry Robinson - Chairman                          01305 834 774 
T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk
Richard Thompson - Treasurer                     01305 263 783 
Richardthompson@fromewhitfield.fsnet.co.uk 
Margaret Tredwell -  Secretary                      01425 613 739 
secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Chris Gill son -   Concert Coordinator            01425 478 640  
gill son@waitrose.com  

Diary - 2004 

www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

18th January        2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 18th July              5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

15th February      2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 15th August         5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

 21st  March        5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m.  19th September    5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

18th April            5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m.  17th October        2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

16th May            5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 21st November     2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

20th June            5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th December     2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

Future Meetings 


