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A Midsummer Night’s Concert

Rehearsal well underway

The long awaited Midsummer Night's
Concert came to Dorchester on 21 June, and
exceeded all expedations. Stephen
Kenyon’s Guitar Concerto no 1 (written in
1992 finaly got its first

outing.

Having volunteeed mysdf,
Ann and Helen to make tea
and sandwiches for the
orchestra we duly arrived
about 1.30 p.m. Others -
including Matthew and
Andrew were arealy there,

piedng the stage together like Ophicleide - on right ~ ©f

a jigsaw. Other people were

sorting aut the lighting. Talking of lighting,
I’m loath to admit that we nealy fused all
the lightswith a faulty kettle!

Rehearsals, it seans to me, always sound a
bit muddled, and | never cease to be amazed
how everything suddenly comes together in
the end. | was sriously anxious a one point
when one of the violinistsjust put her violin
down on he lap and looked totaly
bewildered and e of the flute players
complained that he wuldn©t play the flute
and the picoolo at the same time - or
perhaps it was that he didn’'t have enough
time to change from one to the other. Of
course that's what reheasals are dl about
and they were profesgonals after al, so
they should be able to cope. On the other

hand they had never played this work
before.

However, 120 cups of tea ad three loaves
of bread later the performance was about to
begin. Had | missed something in the
interim! The transformation was breath
taking. The quality and texture of the music
immediately came to life in the hands of
these excdlent musicians.

What better way to start a Midsummer
Concet than with Mendelsohn’s ‘ Overture
to A Midsummer Night’s Dream’. The degp
tone of the ophicleide (madein 1844 added
extra interest and a touch of authenticity.
Stephen looked totally at ease @nducting
the Oberon Chamber Orchestra - obvioudly
al his practising on ushas paid dof!

Internationally acdaimed quitarist Fabio
Zanon then todk the stage to pay the soloin
Concertono 1

This superb concerto paints an
imaginary story of events.

The first movement sets the
scene with many exciting
images.

The seand movement opens
with a haunting melody from a
solo bassoon, creding a feding
camness This tranquil
moad is gradually broken as the
tension rises. The @mness eventualy
returns but with a kind of melancholy.
Actually Fabio thought that this movement
would be agood oneto ke played on classc
FM.

In the third movement, happiness is
restored in a scene of revelry.

Tim Paenting, reviews editor from
Classcal Guitar Magazine has
written areview of this concert and it
will be published in a later addition
of Classcd Guitar - so do watch out
for that.

The evening ended with an excdlent
party at Sarah’s house with loads of
scrumptious food! | wouldn’t mind
having the redpe for the hummus.
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Quote of the month

“You know why conductors live
so long? Because we perspire so
much”.

John Barbirolli (1889 - 1970

Applause for Fabio and Stephen



June M eding

Unfortunately Stephen couldn't make this meeing but | think
that he would have been pleased that we put on our sight-
reading hats onceagain.

We played through three guitar quartet arrangements by Ray

Burley of The Fairy Queen by Henry Purcdl. The pieces we

chose were ‘Entry Dance’, ‘Rondeau’ and ‘Dance for the

Fairies. The Fairy Queen is based on Shakespea€es ‘A

Midsummer Night's Dream'. The first performance of the
musical stage play took place in
16 at the Dorset Gardens Thestre
in London.

Terry brought along his brand new
bouzouki which he recently bought
whileon holiday in Skiathas.  Terry
explained that his has three double
sted strings, which are tuned to da,
and d. The modern designs have four
double strings.

Ledby Tery andhs bowouki we
played through ouwr two Greek pieces

‘Speak to me’ and ‘Greek Danc€ by Hatzidakis. This was
gread fun and sounded much more authentic with the
bouzouki.

Richard asked for feadback on the proposed applicaion for
charitable status and aso the amended constitution. There
were no okjedions to the amendments made in the
congtitution and everyone was in favour of becoming a
charity. Therefore the motion was carried.

After coffeeplayers were:

Matthew played his three grade 4 pieces, ‘Bockington’'s
Pound’ by Francis Cutting, ‘Danse Exotique’ by Lee
Sollory, and ‘Lochan Brae' by Stephen Kenyon.

Bill R played ‘Modinha’ by Francisco Mignone.
Valerie played ‘Ejercicio’ by Jose Ferrer.

Valerig Bill E, Bill R, and Bernadette played ‘Danza Alta’
by Pieter Van Der Stagk and ‘Il est bel et bon’ by Pierre
Pasereau.

Richard played ‘ Study no 19, op 60' by Fernando Sor.
Terry played ‘ Spanish Guitar Blues by Charlie Byrd.

Next Meding

The next meding will take placeon 20th July at 5.45 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. in the small hall. Stephen will not be ableto
be with us, so we will go through a some of the pieces that we intend to play for The Southbourne Literary Society on

September 17th.

Please bring al of your DGS orchestra music that you have accumulated from last year and the year before. We ae quite
afew ‘Palladio’ copies $ort and we may play this pieceagain.

Playing in a garden for charity - 6 June

Playing in a garden for charity (exciting - can be fun!)

Zoé and | were asked by the Citizen©s Advice Bureau to play

at Cranborne Manor gardens on 6 June. lovely venue. The
gardens are set out as different "rooms' and there were
different musicians in each one. We were in the Green
Garden, peaceful with a pond and surrounded by hedging.

We played from 5.30 pm to 7 pm, and at 7.30 the Salisbury
Brass Ensemble todk centre stage. Only one thing marred an
otherwise idyllic setting - the weather! Cold, damp and
drizzly. Having hoped for 300 people, many dedded not to
come. Costs were just covered and a small profit made. Oh
well, next year?

Valerie Evans

The Green Garden - bottom left
Picture from www.cranborne.co.uk

Telephone Kate Morrison, 0208 892 6225 if interested.

LUTE PLAYER WANTED TO ACCOMPANY SINGERS AND DANCERS, NOVEMBER 15

An ealy dance group arelooking for alute player to accompany singing and dancing on a‘ Pepys evening' on Saturday 15th
November [this clashes with the November lute society meding!] nea Orpington, Kent. There will be asmall fee
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Federation of Guitar Societies

Back row, Left toright:

Martin Shaw, Peter Li, Ray Butcher, Jamie Fernandez, Wayne Lines,
Chris Goodwin, Gary Jordan, David Tripp, Brian Cohen, Russll Morris.

Front row: Margaret Tredwell, Christine Li, Julie Lines.

% oddards - A house designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens,

with a Gertrude Jekyll garden in a beautiful setting on
the dopes of Leith hill, Nr Dorking. This was the venue for
the meding of guitar societies on Friday 13th June. The event
was hosted by Martin Shaw.

Representatives from seven guitar societies and the Lute
Society attended:

1. Greenwood (Martin Shaw and Jamie Fernandez)

2. Southampton (Wayne and Julie Lines & David Tripp)
3. Pendon (Peter and Chrigtine Li)

4. North Bucks (Mike Hill)

5. Berkshire (Gary Jordan)

6. The Lute Society (Chris Goodwin)

7. Dorset (Margaret & Nick Tredwell)

8. Enfield (Ray Butcher)

plus Brian Cohen (Luthier) and Russll Morris (Coordinator-
works at Goddards)

It was established fairly ealy on in the discussons that we

would not try to set up ahuge organisation Smilar to the ©The

Guitar Foundation of America®.

It was however, generally agreed that our objectives would
be:

1. Support for other societies

2. Heping new societies (with advice and information,
publicity etc)

3. Sudtaining the guitar community

4. Networking goportunities

One of the ways of supporting ather societies was an offer
from Chris Goodwin who has a huge database (700 people).

Chris has offered to advertise society events via email to all
the people on his database.

The Networking gpportunity would be in the form
of a central website for al the societies that want
to take part. Listing al the guitar events in the
South and also summer schods etc.

The website would be set up by a voluntee (no
prizes for guesing who vdunteged - my
decorating will have to take another setback). It
was not dedded however who would maintain it.
The @st of setting up the website would be
divided between the societies - probably about £4
each. The organisation would be @ll ed ©Federation
of Guitar Societies©.

An email exchange has dnce been st up to
exchangeideas.

It was very interesting to learn about guitar
societies.

GREENWOOD (9 years) ~ 15 members ~ Weekly
ensemble sesgons ~ promote 5 or 6 concerts year
(mainly promoting junior guitarist) ~ audience of
approx 70 people.

SOUTHAMPTON (30 years) ~ 100 members,
approx 25 attend medings ~ Twice monthly medings (one
for ensemble) ~ promote 5 concerts a year ~ audience 200~
guest player at meding every 3 months ~ 1 day mini festival.

PENDON ~ No membership, £3 a door ~ ensemble sesgons
~ guest 3 times ayear (concert not a separate entity)

NORTH BUCKS 12 members ~ ensemble + guests
(sometimes gudents) ~ occasional concerts

BERKSHIRE (20 years) ~ 25 members, 3-15 attend medings
~ separate evenings for orchestra, members and ensembles.

THE LUTE SOCIETY ~ 200 members (internationa )~ 2
speakers and redtals ayear ~ residential weekends.

ENFIELD (21 years) ~ 10 members ~ Twice monthly
ensemble medings ~ regular social evenings at each others
houses.

Another meding will beheld in 2004,

To round df the day we were treded to a stunning evenings
redtal by Amanda Codk.

Amandas programme
included a beautiful
piece by William
Lovelady “This morning
in Omagh the sun rose
agan'. This piece was
written  for  Amanda,
commisgoned for the
1st Anniversary of the
bombing in Omagh.

Amanda Cook has
subsequently been asked

and has agread to be
patron of the FGS.

Newsletter
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A Busy Day for Guitarists- Sunday 6th July

Coda Summer Music Festival

This threeday event at Coda started Friday evening with an ededic mix of music for a summer's evening featuring the Coda
Choir and guests. Saturday included Kindermusik & Foundations Concert, a Piano Festival and a Barn Dance in the evening.
Sunday morning started with “Sing your Heart Out', foll owed by a Classcal Concert, Vocals, and Coda Strings.

All the proceas of this event will be for The Coda Music Therapy Unit.

Quartetto Concertante opened the Sunday lunch time concert with
an energetic performance of "Quartet in C Op. 4 No. 2' by N.
Paganini. This was followed by "Hungarian Dance No. 17 by J.
Brahms.

1.15 p.m. Quartetto Concertante

My contribution ~ Concerto in D, 2nd Movement - Largo' by A.
Vivaldi, with the Coda Strings (the ones at the back - the ones at the
front Werewaiting their turn - they weren't that bored - honest! 3.45 pm A %rious |00ki ng mel

2.30p.m.- Musicin the M eadow

The Tivoli Theatre held a fundraising event "Music in the Meadow", with light refreshments and cream teas. Valerie Evans and
Z0é Cox provided the music.

The weather thistime seemed perfed (see 6th June) and we felt far more at ease and comfortable playing, when a sudden gust of
wind blew arather large gazebo up and over our heals and nealy over the wall, breaking one of itslegsin the process Nobody
hurt, insruments OK, Zoé and | a bit shaken - time to have our sandwiches and cream tea, then back to playing. This was a
happy occasion and the Tivoli should have made a reasonable profit. Valerie Evans

8.15p.m. - Mayor’'s Charity Concert

The artain opened and there we were - A Luminous Row of guitarists on stage at the Mayor' s Charity Concert, Barrington
Theatrein Ferndown.

Twelve members of the society played the “Telemann Concerto' and “Kalimba' to asell out audience of 250. It was very hard to
hea each other but | have it on good authority that we sounded goad! It was also alittle disconcerting as the audience @uld see
us but we @uldn't seethem. Oh well, (as Terry pointed aut) that's show bus inesd

Other acts in the programme included Scottish dance's, a percusson band and a jazz band. All the proceals from this concert
will be donated to the Children's Playground Project in Ferndown.
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Dorset Guitar Society
We meset at:
Kinson Community Centre
Pelhams Park
Millhams Road
Kinson
BH10 1.H

www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk

Contact Numbers
Terry Robinson - Chairman
T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk
Richard Thompson - Treasurer

0130583 774

01305 23 783

Richardthompson@fromewhitfield.fsnet.co.uk
Margaret Tredwell - Seaetary
seaetary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk
Chris Gillson - Concert Coordinator
gill son@waitrose.com

0142568739

01425 48640

Future Medings

20th July 5.45p.m. - 9.30 p.m.

19th October 2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.

17th August 5.45p.m.-9.30 p.m.

16th November 2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.

21st September  5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m.

21st Decenber  2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m.

Diary - 2003

Summer Schoadls- Concert Series

BATH - JuLy

Sat 19- 1.30 p.m. Helen Sanderson *

Sun D - 2.30 pm. Tom Kerstens

Mon 21 - 1.30 p.m. Students (Flamenco & Classcal)
Tue 22 - 1.30 p.m. Rebecca Baulch *

Wed 23- 1.30 p.m. Thibault Cauvin *

Wed 23Jduly - 7.00 pm. Admira Competition

Thur 24 - 1.30 pm. Abigail James

Thur 24 - 8.00 pm. Student & Teacher

Tues29 - 8.00 p.m. Stuart Ryan & Trisan Seume *
(* Young Talent)

Tel: 01225 463352 email: baxoffi ce@bathfestivals.org.uk
£3 (Children freg

DILL INGTON - AUGUST

Sun3 - 6.30 pm. Music for Guitar Duos & H arpsichord
Mon 4 - 8.00 p.m. The Katona Twins

Tue5- 8.00 pm. Arctic Guitar Trio - (Norway)

Wed 6 - 8.00 p.m. Eduardo Niebla Duo (Spain)

Thur 7 - 8.00 pm. Groningen Guitar Duo (Holland)
Tel: 01460 258613 email: dillington@somer set.gov.uk
£10 (season ticket £25)

WEST DEAN - AUGUST

Sat 16 - 8.00 p.m. Ben Verdery

Sun 17 - 2.00 pm. Ben Verdery (Masterclas9

Sun 17 - 8.00 pm. Eden Stell Duo

Mon 18 - 8.00 p.m. Karen Schaupp

Wed 20- 8.00 p.m. David Leisner

Tel: 01243 77880 £10 Masterclass£S (season ticket £35 -
excludes Masterclasg

DERBY EXCHANGE

John Mill swith members of the DGS and the
Derby Classical Guitar Society

Saturday 4th October

Derby

Saturday 11th October

Kinson Community Centre

Sunday 12th October

St. Mary's Church, Dorchester

Saturday 22nd November - Concert 7.30 p.m.
Sunday 23rd November - Wor kshop

DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY
Kinson Community Centre
Neil Smith

Tel: Margaret Tredwell 01425 613 739

Friday 12- Sunday 14 Deamber (Weekend)

URCHFONT |[MANOR
Devizes, Wiltshire

A course aimed at providing guitar ensemble experience in

an orchestral situation andin smaller groupings.

Tutors: Raymond Burley& Cornelius Bruinsma
Tel: 01380 840459
email : urchfont@wccyouth.org.uk

88 (nonresidential), 109 115, 126, 136

Newsletter

Page 5




