
Quote of the month 
 “When one sees some of the 
things that other people do, we 
probably  look quite normal”.

Katie Butcher 
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Against the general hubbub of the great 
hall, Rosemary and Joy enthusiasticall y 
played with the dedication of trusty 
troupers! 

For those stopping to li sten, their gentle 
guitar duets were audible from the speakers 
on the wall, creating a more tranquil 
atmosphere in the hall. 

They remained undaunted throughout the 
chatter of the crowds, the  clatter of the stall 
holders, the Cliff Richard impersonator in 
the car park and the squeals of  delight from 
the children in the bouncy castle. 

Hey, wait a minute, is that pink castle being 
attacked by two giant PINK octopuses? 

After Rosemary and Joy - Helen, Katie, 
Ann and myself took centre stage. We 
thought that we were playing the same 

piece at the same time but who knows! We 
had a enjoyable, fun afternoon anyway. 

Pelhams Community Centre did themselves 
proud with this years festival. Last year 
they attracted over 4,000 visitors -  I suspect 
that this year there were even more.  

From the many stall s sell ing plants and 
produce I managed to find my favourite 
‘gardeners delight’ tomato plants which I 
had failed to find in the garden centres. 
Katie was also delighted with her purchase 
of home made marmalade, especially as she 
has been too busy playing to go to the 
supermarket. 

There were the many things on offer for all 
the family. Découpage, chess, face painting, 
historic photographs, paintings, belly 
dancing, to name but a few.  

For those who bought raff le tickets - the 
draw will be made at the Table Top Sale on 
Friday 20th June at 10.30 a.m. 

Kinson Festival - Saturday 7th June 

The next meeting will t ake place on 15th June at 5.45 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. in the small hall.  Please bring all your 
orchestra music with you.  

Photographs 
I have had two sizes of photographs printed of the orchestra at the Spring Concert. 12 x 6  (£4.99) and 10 x 5 inches 
( 99p). I will be bringing them along on Sunday for you to see. If anybody would like one I wil l be taking orders, so 
please bring some money with you. 

Next Meeting 

The trusty troupers 

Attack by the PINK Octopuses 
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May Meeting 
Well done to those members who still had the stamina after 
the efforts of the previous Saturday’s concert to attend the 
May monthly meeting. 

We played through some music with our sight-reading hats 
on.  We started with Gaspar Sanz’s ‘Fuga’  and ‘Villanos’ 
which soon took shape and were sounding good.  We then 
turned our attention to playing some Greek music. ‘Speak 
to me’ by Manos Hatzidakis and ‘Greek Dance’ in a 9/8 
rhythm.    

Stephen instructed us in the art of observing a pause with 
the use of the conductor’s baton, how to interpret some 
musical shorthand used in the score and then coaxed us 
through the very unusual 9/8 rhythms.  According to our 
conductor we made quite a good job of it. 

Our after tea concert followed: 

Sarah played ‘Opus 35 No. 4’ by Fernando Sor. 

Matthew played ‘Lochan Brae’ by Stephen Kenyon and 
‘Packington’s Pound’  by Francis Cutting. 

Bill R played ‘Sicilana’ by A Meissonnier and ‘Alcantara’ 

by Baden Powell  

Terry played ‘Sound of Bells’  by Pernambuco 

Richard played ‘Chôros No. 1’ by Villa Lobos 

Stephen played four of his own compositions ‘Up and 
Running’ , ‘Reflections’ , ‘Hanging Around’ and ‘Dancing 
under Trees’  then ‘Sarabande and Allemande - BWV 905’ 
by J S Bach  

We ended the meeting with a short discussion.  

Stephen said the concert had been well received; everyone 
did well .  Richard stated we have doubled the profit on this 
years concert compared to last years.   

Stephen explained how the exchange visit to Derby would 
work. This unique opportunity for the Orchestra to 
accompany John Mills is open to all members. It was 
decided there would be a full discussion at next month 
meeting and all those wanting to take part must state their 
intentions. 

Ann Plumb 

Garden Open Days 
 Wimborne 

Valerie and Michael Evans wil l be 
opening their garden for charity on the 
following dates from 2 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Sunday 22nd June, Sunday 13th and 
27th July and Monday 25th August.    

Tea and homemade cakes available. Yummy! 

See or phone (01202 880 966) Valerie for detail s. 

Greenwood Guitar Society 
The Greenwood Classical Guitar Society have 
arranged a meeting to discuss the possibilit y of 
forming a similar organisation to the Guitar 
Foundation of America. Other issues discussed wil l 
include websites, workshops, concert presentations and 
advertising. 

The meeting will take place on Friday 13th June at 
Goddards, Dorking. All the guitar societies in the 
South have been invited. 

I will be attending the meeting  and will give a report 
in the next newsletter. 

Concert at Ferndown  
Sunday 6th July 

There is an opportunity for 
DGS members to play at 
the Barrington Theatre in 
Ferndown on Sunday 6th 
July at 8 p.m. This is a 
charity event to help raise 
funds for the Mayor’s 
Chil dren©s Playground 
Appeal and the Ferndown 
Twinning Association. 

We are going to play our ‘ Telemann 
Concerto’  (Stephen and Maurice will be playing the 
solo parts) and ‘Kalimba’ .  

However, there is limited space. 

If you took part in Spring Concert on 10th June, feel 
you are confident on your part and would like to take 
part in the Ferndown concert, please phone or email 
Ann Plumb before the Sunday meeting. 

Please bring your dusters on Sunday as we may be 
able to have another practise of the pieces.  

Tickets for family and friends must be purchased in 
advance and are available from Douglas Lock 01202 
896984. 

Honorary Members 
Last year as a token of our appreciation John Skinner and Joan Lucas, two of our long standing and valued members were 
given Honorary Membership to the society. 
John and Joan  have been members since the societies early days and have supported and participated in society events for 
almost 20 years. 
It was recently brought to my notice that there had been no formal notification in the newsletter. Apologies for the lateness of 
the announcement. 
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For further information tel: 01305 257099 of visit www.jacaranda-music.com 

For those not on email and have not seen the latest 
Countdown report will find the latest news from Stephen 
very interesting. 

The Latest News  
Since the last edition of Countdown! at the Spring Equinox 
many more things have fallen into place regarding the 
Oberon Chamber Orchestra performance on Midsummer 
Night - 21st June. That©s to say, nearly all the players have 
been hired, and the programme is at last totally finali sed! 

As far as the hiring of players is concerned this process has 
been an interesting one because in my world of solo recitals 
and working with fixed chamber music groups, the business 
of accepting or otherwise a date for a performance - gig to 
use the parlance - is quite simple: you say ©yes© and that©s it. 
With orchestral players who might at the last minute be 
offered a two week residency in a show or something, the 
answer is ©Yes, unless I get offered a two week residency in 
a show or something©. Which is perfectly sensible because 
there is a lot more money in that, and obviously one would 
do the same in their situation: its just a bit of a different 
world, one of inter-changeabil ity. Fortunately my ©fixer© 
Brian Howells has been dealing with all the players and 
getting to sort these things out. Brian was the violinist in 
our Quartetto Concertante last year ­ this photo is from our 
publicity.            

The finali sation of the 
programme rested on the 
fact that Schubert©s 5th 
Symphony is a tiny bit 
short to occupy the second 
half on its own, so we 
needed something to 
supplement that part of the 
programme. The solution 
in the end was easy: more 
f r om M endel ssohn© s 
incidental music to A 
M i dsummer  Ni ght© s 
Dream, in the form of the 
truly gorgeous Nocturne. 

So we start with the 
Overture to A Midsummer 
Night©s Dream, which is 

probably one of the most popular overtures ever, even 
though when it was written it wasn©t actually to be used as 
an overture to anything, the composer just wrote it, in 1826. 
He happened to be all of 17 at the time and I suppose you 

can do those things when you are that old, though in fact 
the miracle is that such a perfect work of musical and 
literary synthesis was created by one of an age when few 
can cope much with Shakespeare at all. Well , he only knew 
the play from a German translation 

With some symmetry then the second half opens with the 
Nocturne: this is from the incidental music written in 1843 
at the behest of King Frederick William of Prussia, and this 
movement is basicall y a solo for French Horn. The four 
lovers have been running about in the forest at night getting 
very tired, lost and confused, and as they sleep Puck gets to 
put right his mistakes. At its end the fairy queen Titania is 
revealed in a clinch with the donkey-headed clown Bottom, 
which was more of Puck©s doing; you©ll just have to read the 
play to get the full picture! 

As far as the concerto is concerned, all I can say is I©m very 
glad somebody as capable as Fabio has got the job of 
playing it, because I was full y reminded how very hard 
indeed it is during the preparation of the final version of the 
soloist©s part. Its also full of colours in the orchestra, which 
isn©t very large, but the instrumental combinations are used 
to full effect. The first movement is full of energy and 
certainly deserves its sleepy ending: the second movement 
starts with a solo for the bassoon in its highest register, and 
has subtle modal and medieval influences aiming for a 
more spiritual repose. The last movement works itself up 
into quite a lather before a very happy dance-li ke 
conclusion. 

As for Schubert©s 5th, its another case of youthful genius at 
work, because this work was written when the composer 
was 19. The symphony is full of the late-classical verve and 
clarity of Mozart and Haydn and is justly one of the 
composer©s most popular works. 

Another heartening thing about organising this event has 
been the enthusiastic way people have rallied around to 
help. The support of Music and Arts Promotion Dorchester 
(MAP) was critical because under their umbrella 
approaches to funding bodies could be made, and their 
advice and expertise continues to be invaluable. And quite a 
few people have taken up the offer to become Player 
Sponsors, for which they get access to the rehearsal on the 
Saturday afternoon, reserved seating, and signed 
programmes: and no doubt the warm glow that comes from 
supporting a worthy artistic cause! There are a few players 
left looking for a sponsor if you are interested .… 

Stephen Kenyon 

  St Mary's Church, Edward Road, Dorchester - 7.30 pm 
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We meet at: 
Kinson Community Centre 

Pelhams Park 
Mil lhams Road 

Kinson  
BH10 7LH 

Dorset Guitar Society 

Saturday 21st June - Concert 7.30 p.m.  

MIDSUMMER NIGHT' S CONCERT 
St. Mary's Church, Dorchester  
Fabio Zanon  
The Oberon Chamber Orchestra  
Conductor - Stephen Kenyon 
Tel:  Stephen Kenyon 01305 257 099 

*

10 (students/school age 
*

4) 
www.jacaranda-music.com  

Fr iday 27th June - Concert  8 p.m. 

WORLD MUSIC 
Forest Arts Centre, Old Milton Road, New Milton 
Fapy Lafertin Quartet 
 Folk to jazz and gypsy to classical 
Tel:  01425 612 393 
£9, £8, £7e 

Saturday 5th July - 8 p.m.  

SOUTHAMPTON GUITAR SOCIETY 
The Point Dance & Arts Centre, Eastleigh 
Craig Ogden & Alison Stephens 
Guitar & Mandolin 
Tel:  023 8065 2333 
of the  

Thursday 10th July  

CHARITY CONCERT 
St. Nicholas Church Centre, Bedhampton 
Hago 
Tickets reserved on hago website or Tel:  023 9247 9200 

DERBY EXCHANGE 
John Mill s with members of the DGS and the 
Derby Classical Guitar Society 
Saturday 4th October   
Derby 
Saturday 11th October  
Kinson Community Centre 
Sunday 12th October 
St. Mary's Church, Dorchester  

Saturday 22nd November - Concert 7.30 p.m. 
Sunday 23rd November - Workshop 

DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
Kinson Community Centre 
Neil Smith 
Tel: Margaret Tredwell 01425 613 739 
 

Please send contributions to: 

Margaret  Tredwell  
Acorns 

Vicarage Lane 
Hordle 

Lymington, Hants 
S041 OHS 

Contact Numbers        +
+

 
Terry Robinson - Chairman                          01305 834 774 
T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk
Richard Thompson - Treasurer                     01305 263 783 
Richardthompson@fromewhitfield.fsnet.co.uk 
Margaret Tredwell -  Secretary                      01425 613 739 
secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Chris Gill son -   Concert Coordinator            01425 478 640  
gill son@waitrose.com  

Future Meetings 

20th July             5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th October        2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

17th August        5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 16th November    2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

21st September    5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 21st December     2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

Diary - 2003 

www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 


