
Inside this issue: 
July Meeting 2 

Points of View 2 

The Early Days-Part 2 3 

Margaret’s House 3 

Julie’s House 3 

Gift Aid 3 

Contact Numbers 4 

Future Meetings 4 

Dates at a Glance 4 

Diary 4 

  

Dorset Guitar Society 

August 2004 Newsletter 

Quote of the month 
“A true artist is no more scared of 
critics than an honest man of the 
poli ce.”  

Andrés Segovia  (1893-1987) 
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Bach, Scarlatti, Vivaldi, Corelli, Kindle, 
Gammie and for a touch of nostalgia, some 
of our lovely Twelfth Night music; we 
played it all from noon ’ til night.  

We made the most of the opportunity to 
practise our Bach and Vivaldi Concertos 
(for the October concert )  Unfortunately we 
didn’ t have a part three player but Richard 
kindly offered to switch parts for some of it. 
Stephen played the solo. We were also 

minus a second solo 
player but no matter, 
we all agreed this was 
very useful and 
worthwhile, not to 
mention fun! 

Initiall y the plan was 
to play under the 
gazebo but  our 
unpredictable English 
weather impelled us to 
play indoors. However 
in-between spots of 
rain, we did manage to 
have lunch in Sarah’s 
beautiful garden. 

It was lovely to see 
Paul and Jo Wright, 

who popped in for the evening. Paul 
brought his new Bernabe guitar which he 
bought on ebay no less. It was a beautiful 
instrument without a scratch on it, shipped 
all the way from America. It also  sounded 
wonderful, obviously a great buy. 

Exquisite vegetarian cuisine followed. The 
spinach and mushroom lasagne was 
especiall y yum yum!  

Thank you Sarah for a lovely day. 
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The next meeting wil l take place on Sunday 15 August from 5.45 p.m until 
9.30 p.m. in the large hall.  

It would be a good idea to write bar numbers at the beginning of each line of 
the Bach Concerto to save counting up bars in rehearsal time. This would be 
especially useful in the third movement where there are not many numbered 
bars. 
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Sunday 26 September  

at the usual time of 5.45 p.m. until 9.30 pm  

Sunday 3 October    
at 2 p.m. until 6 p.m. John Mil ls will be joining us at 2.30 p.m. 

Please Note: These rehearsals are only for those intending to play in the concert. 

Congratulations 
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In response to your invitation on page 3 of the July 
newsletter may I offer a personal comment? 

I agree that the standard of music has reached a good 
standard, and everyone in DGS is to be congratulated on 
what the society has achieved. I also agree that it should not 
include too wide a variety of instruments; this might go 
beyond what your constitution allows. However, it is a 
welcome change to hear a piece in which woodwind, brass 
or percussion accompany the guitarists as you have done 
occasionally with the flute and I think this should continue 
to be done now and then. 

However speaking just as one of the audience, and on 
behalf of one or two others who have made comments to 
me in the intervals, I feel there is scope to widen the 
repertoire. I for one don't want to hear so-called "jazz and 
folk guitarists", but it would be good to li sten to current 
DGS members enlarging the scope and including jazz and 
other styles in addition to the present choice on offer in 
DGS concerts. I don't think this would lower DGS 
standards. I always admired Yehudi Menuhin who, 
although he played mainly classical violin music, was 
will ing to learn from and play other forms including some 
marvellous jazz and accepted that they also have their 
classical repertoires.  

Incidentally I was unaware that DGS was a "Classical 
Guitar Society" and it doesn't seem that its constitution or 
name restricts it to "classical" or any other kind of music.   

Michael Evans 

I have just downloaded the July Newsletter and read, with 
great interest, your comments from the AGM about 
including other genres of music in our repertoire. I wouldn't 
disagree with a word you've written and heartil y support 

every one of your points. 

As I recall, the subject arose on the back of a calculation 
that we needed to double the size of the audiences attending 
our concerts if we wanted to generate the additional income 
necessary to expand and broaden our annual programme, 
possibly to include other artists and venues.  

That put the tastes and preferences of the likely audience, 
rather than those of us who do the playing, into my 
thoughts. That lead to the consideration of age groups (the 
references to grey hairs)! whereby we seem to attract an 
audience of the same age bracket as ourselves.  

Since looking to expand the audience into people older than 
ourselves wil l lead us into the law of naturally diminishing 
returns, sadly, we would do better to look the other way, 
and younger might lead one to consider playing from a 
wider selection of the guitar repertoire. We are, after all, 
'The Dorset Guitar Society.' And hence the thoughts that I 
rambled through at the meeting. They were not in any way 
a premeditated plan to launch the society into a new orbit or 
drag anyone in a direction they did not want to go, but 
simply looking for a new setting for the old adage 'Get the 
kids, and you get the parents as well .' 

It would be the greatest folly to branch out into playing 
things that an audience might like but which gave us 
players li ttle or no satisfaction, and which we did not 
perform well . That way the Society would blow apart. 
Actuall y I think we are very lucky to have the breadth of 
musical, organisational and administrative talent, which 
enables all of us to contribute to the Society and encourages 
us to get the best out of it.  

So my final word would be; 'if it ain't bust, don't fix it!' 

Bill Eggleston 
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We began with Vivaldi’s concerto for two Mandolins with 
Maurice and Chris playing the solo Mandolin parts, and 
very beautiful i t was too. If anyone is not familiar with all 
the movements of this concerto, there is an excellent CD 
available on the Sony label called ‘John Williams plays 
Vivaldi Concertos’ . John Wil liams is joined by Benjamin 
Verdery for this particular concerto. We also played our 
Bach Concerto with Maurice on solo. 

After short ‘stretch your legs’ break two members played 
for us. 

Valerie played ‘Largo from concerto in D’ by Vivaldi ’ 
Thank you to Valerie’s friend for coming along and 
playing the Cello so beautifull y. (apologies for not 
knowing friend’s name) 

Andy played ‘Preludium and Tarleton's Resurrection’ by 
Dowland 

After coffee our special guest Alber to Montano gave a 
delightful recital of well known and much loved pieces 
from the guitar repertoire. This was well received by 
enthusiastic society members. 

Your comments were: 

“ It was full of pleasant phrasing and tones …... and added 

up to a typicall y 
cheerful and light-
hearted Italian approach 
to li fe.”  

“ I thoroughly enjoyed 
it - he played with such 
passion” . 

It is true that Alberto is 
very passionate and 
conscientious about his 
guitar playing. Prior to 
his trip to England (two 
weeks before to be 
exact) he had learnt two 
D ow l an d  pi e c es 
especiall y for hi s 
English audience.  

Alberto’s programme also consisted of works by Scarlatti, 
Vil la-Lobos, Tarrega, Barrios and Albéniz. I was very 
privileged to hear most of these pieces and more besides in 
my garden the evening before,  by candle light and with 
the sound of running water, a much more relaxed setting. I 
reall y will try playing outside sometime. 

Alberto Montano 
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I t is funny what one thinks about whilst ironing.   
As I eased out the creases in the cloth my mind 
drifted back over the years to the various venues 
I have found myself playing my guitar, as a 
direct result of joining the Dorset Guitar Society 
20 years ago. 

Here are just a few events that came to mind. 

Bournemouth Music L ibrary 1986 
This was the first time all the members were invited to play 
to the public.  A very large group of us turned up, guitars in 
hand.  The head librarian was sent in all directions looking 
for enough chairs.  This was one occasion when the players 
definitely outnumbered the audience.   

Half way through the evening a group of youths clad in 
black leather and clanking chains wondered in but it was 
obviously not their scene so they soon wondered out again. 

DGLC Guitar Festival – Master class 1989 
What a very scary experience this was.  Four of us were 
persuaded to take part in a master class.  I can still 
remember how my hands were shaking so much I could not 
find the strings.  The ‘Hand Dupre Duo’ were speechless 
when we finished…. 

Dorchester Town Hall 1990 
This was my first big occasion in an ensemble performance.  
It was a lovely venue and the audience were very friendly.  

 My most vivid memory of the event was not a musical one 
though.  There was a kitchen for refreshments.  The door 
had been closed to avoid any noise from the heating urn.  
The interval came and Paul Wright opened the kitchen 
door.  The kitchen was full of bill owing steam which seeing 
its escape rushed into the council chamber.  If you see me 
constantly checking a boili ng urn you now know where my 
phobia comes from.   

DGLC Members Concert 1990 
This venue was certainly different.  Paul got us permission 
to use the Postgraduate centre in Poole Hospital.  It is a 

lecture theatre used for medical tuition.  Nice 
acoustics but a strange permanent resident.  Before 
we could start the concert we had to make space by 
removing the teaching equipment.  It is the first 
time I have had to evict a skeleton. 

Athelhampton House 1990  
Members were invited to provide background music 
for a Doctors Banquet. 

Eight guitar players and two Lute players turned up to take 
part.  We were positioned in the minstrel gallery 
overlooking the seated diners.  It immediately became 
obvious that the sound of a solo guitar or even a duo would 
not be heard by the chattering diners below.  Stephen came 
to the rescue with enough quartet copies for us to play 
together as loud as we could.  I had a whale of a time 
playing new music with all the good players.   

Half way through the evening we were invited to join the 
diners and were treated to a four-course meal (it was such a 
pity I had already eaten).  The Lute players took over the 
entertaining at this point and from below we reali sed what 
the Doctors must have been hearing.  The Hall was full of 
beautifull y carved wood and the floors were made of wood 
too, so the noise of our tapping feet overhead must have 
sounded like an army marching through. 
The organisers seemed to appreciate our efforts as they 
presented us with a cheque.  When I looked at the cheque I 
burst out laughing.  It was made out to ‘The Dorset Guitar 
& Loot Circle’ .  To this day I don’ t know if someone had a 
sense of humour or a little too much wine had been 
consumed. 
My lasting memory is what happened when all the diners 
had left and we were packing up.  The hall and minstrel 
gallery had become very quiet and suddenly there were bats 
circling us.  It was as if they were investigating us by 
swooping and threading their way between us.  What a 
fantastic ending to the evening. 
I have so many happy memories but I think I should stop for 
this month, as Margaret will have an overflow problem….  

Ann Plumb 

 Gift Aid 
I am pleased to report that I have  
received a cheque from Inland Revenue 
(Charities) for £466.72 - now safely 
deposited in our bank account. 

We got there in the end....… 

Richard Thompson 

Margaret’s Open House 
Come and join me on Wednesday 25 August anytime of day or evening 
for guitar playing and eating. If you can’ t make the day time, why not 
drop in for an evening session of food and playing. Bring all your 
orchestra music and we can have a bash through it. 

Please let me know if you can come and approx what time of day. 

Rehearsal at Julie’s House 
Join Julie on Thursday 16 September at 7.30 p.m. for an extra chance to 
rehearse  your orchestral music. Any last minute problems can be ironed 
out. 

Please let Julie know if you are coming. 
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Saturday 18 Sept - Concert 8 p.m. 
Sunday 19 Sept - Workshop  
SOUTHAMPTON CLASSICAL GUITAR SOCIETY 
Eden Stell Guitar Duo 
The Point, Eastleigh. (Concert) 
Tel:  023 8065 2333 …10 (Conc. …7) 
Chandlers Ford Community Centre. (Workshop) 
Tel: Wayne Lines 01329 310792 

Saturday 9 October   
20th Anniversary Concer t 7.30 p.m.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
Kinson Community Centre 
John Mill s with the Dorset Guitar Society 
Tel:  Margaret Tredwell 01425 613739  

Saturday 20 Nov - Concert 8 p.m. 
Sunday 21 Nov - Workshop  
SOUTHAMPTON CLASSICAL GUITAR SOCIETY 
Ben Verdery & Willi am Coulter 
The Point, Eastleigh. (Concert) 
Tel:  023 8065 2333 …10 (Conc. …7) 
Chandlers Ford Community Centre. (Workshop) 
Tel: Wayne Lines 01329 310792 
 
CLASSICAL GUITAR WEEKEND 
Fr iday 3 - Sunday 5 December  
Raymond Burley and Cornelius Bruinsma 
Urchfont Manor, Urchfont, Devizes, Wiltshire 
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Terry Robinson - Chairman                                  01305 834 774 

T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk�

Richard Thompson - Treasurer                             01305 263 783 

Richardthompson@fromewhitfield.fsnet.co.uk 

Margaret Tredwell -     Secretary                          01425 613 739 

secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Chris Gillson -   Concert Coordinator                   01425 478 640  

gill son@waitrose.com  
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www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

19th September    5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 21st November    2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

17th October        2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 19th December    2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

(WVWTG�/GGVKPIU�

We meet at: 
Kinson Community Centre 

Pelhams Park 
Mil lhams Road 

Kinson  
BH10 7LH 
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Registered Charity No. 110112 2 

Member of  
The Federation of Guitar Societies 

www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk 

Wednesday  25th Aug                Any time                                                 Margaret’s Open House 

Sunday 5th Sept                         12.30 p.m. - 3.30 p.m.                              Valerie’s Pot Luck Lunch 

Thursday  16th Sept                   7.30 pm.                                                  Rehearsal at Julie’s House 

Sunday 19th Sept                       5.45 p.m.                                                 Monthly Meeting at Kinson 

Sunday  26th Sept                      5.45 pm.                                                  Extra Rehearsal at Kinson 

Sunday 3rd Oct                          2.00 p.m.                                                 Rehearsal with John Mill s at Kinson 

Saturday 9th Oct                        2.00 p.m.                                                 Pre-Concert Rehearsal with John Mill s at Kinson 

Saturday 9th Oct                        7.30 pm.                                                  Anniversary Concert                                  
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