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Quote of the month 
“ I have wept only three times in 
my li fe: the first time when my 
earliest opera failed, the second 
time when, with a boating party, 
a truff led turkey fell into the 
water, and the third time when I 
first heard Paganini play.”  

Gioachino Rossini  (1792-1868) 

Quoted in Pulver, Paganini, 1936 
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The FGS second annual meeting took place 
on Wednesday 16th  June. With all the rain 
that we have had recently, it is diff icult to 
remember that we had such a beautiful 
sunny day. Pembroke Lodge in Richmond 
Park was a perfect venue.  There were 
representatives from eight guitar societies - 
George McDonald from Berkshire, Nick 
and Margaret from Dorset, Ray Butcher and 
Jackie Warwick from Enfield, Martin Shaw 
and Russell Morris from Greenwood, Peter 
and Christine Li from Pendon, David 
Connery from Richmond, David and Susan 
Tripp from Southampton and Peter 
Towersey from Windsor.  One of our 
patrons, Peter Nuttall also attended.  

It is always interesting to learn about other 
societies and how they are run. They are all 
very individual and each tries to cater for 
the needs of their members. This is often 
determined by location. For example a 
society based in London, for obvious 
reasons does not have the same need or 
inclination to promote guitar concerts as 
others might have. One thing is certain, that 
we can all learn a lot from each other. It was 
agreed that networking is very important.  

One of the issues 
raised was whether  
individual bodies 
such as gui tar 
makers should be 
allowed to become 
members. This is 
subject to further 
discussion as nothing 
was decided upon. 
Another item on the 
agenda was whether 
we should help 
support the Lewes 
Guitar Festival by 
promoting an event 
or having a stand 
promoting guitar 
societies or simply 
at t en d i n g  t h e 
festival. The Lewes 
festival is a four day 
e v e n t  w h i c h 

incorporates guitar music of all genres. It 
runs on donations, sponsorship and 
voluntary work. It was decided that we 
would li ke to help in some way but would 
need to put on our thinking caps. 

One decision  that was reached was to spend 
extra money on the facility to incorporate a 
guitar forum on the website. This would 
enable all members to communicate with 
each other via the website. We will l et you 
have the  exact details when this has been 
put into action.  

We followed our discussions with a very 
enjoyable guitar ensemble session led by 
Peter Nuttall. We were also joined by guitar 
maker Stephen Hil l. Stephen brought two of 
his excellent guitars along with him for 
people to look at.  

The day was rounded off with a beautiful 
concert given by another of the FGS 
patrons, Amanda Cooke. This concert, 
accompanied by an excellent pre-concert 
buffet, was also a celebration of the 
Greenwood Gui tar Society’ s tenth 
anniversary. 

 

New Members 
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Pembroke Lodge - Restaurant 
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The next meeting wil l take place on 18 July from 5.45 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. in the large hall. The small hall has 
now been completely demolished and hopefully work should be well underway.  

We will be working on our Bach and the Vivaldi pieces. If anyone is having difficulty of any description, 
please remember what Stephen said and do not suffer in silence. Please see Stephen about it. The Fairy Queen 
by Purcell has been dropped from our concert programme. However, please hold on to your copies as we will 
definitely play them at some stage in the future. After our ensemble rehearsal we will be having a short break 
to stretch our legs before one or two performances from members. After the coffee break we will be treated to 
a mini recital by our guest guitarist Alberto Montano.  

Family and friends wil l be more than welcome to come along at approx 8.30 p.m., free of charge.  

ALBERTO MONTANO was born in Genova, Italy in 1962 , he  studied  with Carlo Palladino, who was a 
contemporary of  Narciso Yepes and Andres Segovia. Alberto has also studied  ancient music for Renaissance 
lute with the Walter Benvenuti. 

Alberto gained his degree at the Conservatoire "Nicolò Paganini" in Genova, where  he specialised under the 
guidance of  the Venezuelan guitarist Ali rio Diaz. He has attended master classes with Elli ot Fisk.  

Alberto has given many solo recitals, especially in religious music. He has also played on national television  
(R.A.I.)  

His usual programme is very varied, from Renaissance to contemporary music, giving particular attention to 
the 19th and 20th century, especially from Spain and  South American. 
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If you have not yet paid your subs please 
remember to bring your cheque book on Sunday. 
Please make cheques out to Dorset 
Guitar Society and hand to Richard. 
After the July meeting Richard has 
to noti f y Pelhams of our 
membership. 

Apologies to those who were unable to come to the June 
meeting as a result of the short notice of the time change.  
Unfortunately we were a little bit thin on the ground. It was 
also Father’s Day, which I am sure contributed to the lack 
of numbers. However, our Bach piece is shaping up nicely. 
I thought it was a very enjoyable afternoon. Everyone 
should have a copy of their Vivaldi part as those not at the 
meeting should have received one in the post or been given 
one by Ann. The minutes of last year’s AGM were 
available. I have a few left, so I will bring them along again 
next time. 

After coffee players were: 

Bill Rhys and David McKenzie (flute) played  ‘Lamento de 

Tristan and La Rotta’ anon and ‘Undercover’ by Geoff 
Edge  

Sarah played ‘Les Avocats Mystérieux’ by Gerald Garcia 

Sarah & Stephen played ‘Milonga’ by Yvon Rivoal 

Stephen played three of his own compositions, ‘The 
Islands, Dancing Under Trees and ‘Canzonetta’ . 

Maurice & Stephen played ‘The Teddy Bears 
Picnic’ arr by Derek Hasted 

Last Month - the something wonderful that Bob 
played was ‘Will oughby's Farm’ by Ralph 
McTell and a duet with Maurice, ‘Sound of the 

Bells’  by Joao Pernambuco  

%QPEGTV�4GOKPFGT�
If you know that you will not be able to play in 
our anniversary concert on October 9th wil l you 
please let Ann know on Sunday. 
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The Coda Music Centre held it’s 
eleventh guitar gathering on Friday 25 
June. For those with no knowledge of 
The Coda Music centre, it is based in 
Highcli ffe and offers music lessons for 
piano, choir, cello, violin, pop and rock 
and classical guitar. The centre also 
speciali ses in music therapy.  

Find out more on  www.coda.org.uk.  

The classical guitar is taught by our own 
Stephen Kenyon. Two DGS members 
have lessons there, myself and Andy 
Khan. The Guitar Gatherings which take 
place at the end of each term are 
intended to give performing experience 
to students and if space permits any 
other guitarist who would like to come 
along and play something. This is also a 
social occasion, a chance for students 
and their parents to meet and chat. Refreshments are either at 
the end or half way, depending on how many performers are 

involved. Our eleventh gathering reached 
a record level of 12 solo performers. I 
think that I am the only person (apart 
from Stephen of course) to have played 
at all eleven - so maybe I deserve a 
brownie point or a badge or something 
next time! Joking apart this is a 
wonderful opportunity for guitar students 
to perform in a non competitive 
environment, especiall y those who are 
about to take exams. 

Not surprisingly Peter Nuttall usually 
rates high on the list of chosen 
composers. However, it was a pleasant 
surprise this time to hear a young student 
Rio Fry play her own composition, titled 
‘The Dancing Swan’. 

Andy has a theory that every time we 
perform it ages us. I am sure that he is 

wrong - on the other hand, I am only 25 and Andy is only 
12. Take no notice, it keeps you young. 
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Oh No! I ’ve just aged another 3 years 

In response to the points raised at the last AGM regarding 
attracting younger players and audiences, I would li ke to 
invite you all to write in with your views on these topics. 

I’ ll start the ball rolling with some of my own comments.  

Should we change our repertoire to attract a 
younger audience? 
I feel that we shouldn’ t assume that all young people don’t 
li ke classical music.  Some older people don’ t like it. Some 
young people do. 

As far as lighter pieces are concerned I feel that we have 
included lighter pieces such as ‘Kalimba’ and ‘Palladio’ 
wherever appropriate.  However, pieces li ke these are few 
and far between. If you know of any good pieces please let 
the committee know about them. We are always on the look 
out for new pieces. We also try to find pieces with 
interesting parts for all concerned. Quite often pieces are 
written with part one having all the  interesting notes and 
everyone else going plonk, plonk, plonk. Everything is run 
before our musical director, who has the final say and we 
must respect his judgement.  

More Variety 
It was suggested that we include more variety into our 
concerts. A broader spectrum of guitars and contrasting 
instruments. This is fine in theory but I would not like to 
compromise a higher standard for the sake of trying to be a 
bit trendy. We did include flutes quite recently. 

In the past we used to have  free for all concerts, which were 
fine at the time but we have moved on from those days. 
Over the years at summer schools, I have sat through (and 
been part of) many a boring and even embarrassing (far too 
long) amateur concert. I would not want us to fall into that 

category, after all people are paying good money to come 
and see us.  

I feel very proud of what we have produced and achieved in 
recent years. Also it has been commented by members of 
our audience that the standard of our concerts is much higher 
than it used to be.  

How do we encourage younger people to join us? 
It was pointed out that most of us are 50 plus. This is a 
problem shared by all guitar societies and not just us. 

I do not feel it  is our repertoire that puts off younger people 
from joining our society, it is lifestyle. They do join us from 
time to time but as already suggested at the AGM, they then 
get busy, firstly with university and then careers and 
families. They do eventuall y come back to us at a later date, 
usually by then they are in the 40+ age group. This view was 
echoed by Peter Nuttall at the recent FGS conference. 
According to Peter we just have to accept that this is the way 
things are and get on and enjoy ourselves! 

It was suggested that we try to cater for jazz guitarists. I 
appreciate that in the past we used to have a few jazz and 
folk guitarists as members but that was before we introduced 
our orchestra. For some of us (myself included) the orchestra 
is the main attraction.  

Most, if not all of us cannot play jazz?   We are a Classical 
Guitar Society. Jazz musicians do not want to join us. One 
or two have tried it but have not come back. Is it really 
worth the effort of trying to run two clubs consecutively.  

You may agree or disagree with me. Please write to me with 
your views.  

Margaret 
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BATH INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL CONCERTS 
Sunday 25 July - 8 p.m. 
Rafael Flamenco company 
Pavilion, North Parade. …20, …15, …10 

Monday 26 July - 1.30 p.m. 
Tom Kerstons 
Michael Tippett Centre, Spa University College.  
…1 Adult. Free Under 16’s 

Monday 26 July - 8 p.m. 
Appassionata Guitar Trio 
Michael Tippett Centre, Spa University College.  
…17, …15 

Tuesday 27 July - 11 a,m.  
Admira Young Guitarist of the Year Competition 
Michael Tippett Centre, Spa University College.  
Free 

Tuesday 27 July - 1.30 p.m. 
Bastien Burlot (winner of 2003 Admira Comp) 
Michael Tippett Centre, Spa University College.  
…3 Adult. Free Under 16’s 

Saturday 18 Sept - Concert 8 p.m. 
Sunday 19 Sept - Workshop  
SOUTHAMPTON CLASSICAL GUITAR SOCIETY 
Eden Stell Guitar Duo 
The Point, Eastleigh. (Concert) 
Tel:  023 8065 2333 …10 (Conc. …7) 
Chandlers Ford Community Centre. (Workshop) 
Tel: Wayne Lines 01329 310792 

Saturday 9 October   
20th Anniversary Concer t 7.30 p.m.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
Kinson Community Centre 
John Mill s with the Dorset Guitar Society 
Tel:  Margaret Tredwell 01425 613739  
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Terry Robinson - Chairman                                  01305 834 774 

T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk�

Richard Thompson - Treasurer                             01305 263 783 

Richardthompson@fromewhitfield.fsnet.co.uk 

Margaret Tredwell -     Secretary                          01425 613 739 

secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Chris Gillson -   Concert Coordinator                   01425 478 640  

gill son@waitrose.com  
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www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

18th July             5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th October        2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

15th August        5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 21st November     2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

19th September   5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 9th December      2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

(WVWTG�/GGVKPIU�

We meet at: 
Kinson Community Centre 

Pelhams Park 
Mil lhams Road 

Kinson  
BH10 7LH 
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Registered Charity No. 110112 2 

Member of  
The Federation of Guitar Societies 

www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk 


