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Quote of the month 
“When to her lute Corinna sings, 

Her voice revives the leaden 
strings, 

And both in highest notes appear, 

As any challeng’d echo clear. 

But when she doth of mourning 
speak, 

Ev’n with her sighs the strings do 
break.” . 

Thomas Campion (1567 - 1620) 

A Book of Airs, 1610-12 
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Concert 
Tickets for the Brad Richter concert wil l be 
on sale on Sunday.  Don’ t forget, if you are 
coming to the workshop your concert ticket 
will be included in the price. Please 
remember to bring your cheque books. 

I went to see Brad when he performed for 
the Southampton Classical Guitar Society a 
couple of years ago, so I know that we are 
in for a treat. Brad’s compositions are often 
inspired by his personal experiences and 
one piece I particularly remember was 
called “Stepping on a Spider” (probably 
because I hate spiders). Apparently Brad 
keeps his boots on his front porch. He went 
to put them on one morning and a Black 
Widow spider crawled out and started 
running towards his front door. The music 
tell s the story of Brad running after the 
spider with his boot in hand, which finally 
gives the fatal blow. I’ m not sure if he wil l 
be wearing those particular boots. Brad told 
lots of amusing anecdotes which added to 
the enjoyment of the evening. 

ONE NOT TO BE MISSED! Tell all your 
friends. 

Workshop 
I think that the term ‘Masterclass’ may have 
put some people off. This workshop is not 
just for advanced players, it is for everyone 
who wants to learn something about music 
and technique. The masterclass is open to 
all level of players. Please don’t feel that 
you have to play grade 8 pieces to take part. 
It is much better to play a simple piece well , 
than to struggle through a more advanced 
piece that perhaps is not quite ready. 

However there is no pressure on anyone to 
perform - you will find that you learn an 
awful lot by li stening to the comments made 
on other people’s playing. Something wil l 
apply to you, so please rethink if you feel 
that this workshop is not for you.   

Advertising 
Thank you to every one who fill ed in the 
poster distribution li st last month. It has 
been reall y helpful. Some members have 

been very busy. It is really important that 
we try to cover as many areas as possible -  
if your poster only motivates one person to 
come to our concerts, it will have been 
worthwhile.  

When people telephone for advance tickets I 
always ask them where they had heard 
about the concert - last time one person 
replied that they had seen a poster in a 
greenhouse in the middle of Ferndown. 
Apart from putting a smile on my face it 
made me realise that it is not only 
worthwhile but essential to display as many 
posters as possible.  

If any one has any ideas on promotion 
please let me know.  

It would be nice to be able to put on more 
than two concerts a year but unfortunately 
to be able to finance a concert without the 
added income of a workshop we need to 
double our audience attendance.  

If we could find a way of achieving that 
goal it would be fantastic. However, even if 
we don’t,  I still think that it is valuable and 
worthwhile to bring live guitar concerts to 
an appreciative few.  

Party 
There wil l be a party after the concert at 
Katie’s house. Please let Katie know if you 
can come and please bring a dish of food 
and some drink. 
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The next meeting wil l take place on 16 May at 5.45 pm. until 9.30 p.m. We will be in the Main Hall, 
although I have it on good authority that the Small Hall is actually still standing. 

This meeting will be our AGM - so here is your chance to air your views, ideas, etc. 

#RTKN�/GGVKPI �
Unfortunately we were a little bit thin on the ground this 
month as a few of us were unable to make the meeting. 

A thank you to Ian Clements for coming along to give a talk 
on the benefits of the Alexander Technique. I understand that 
it was very interesting and informative.  

If you are thinking of having lessons with Ian, he can be 
contacted on 01297 551496. You can also find out more 
about the society of teachers of the Alexander technique on 
www.stat.org.uk 

There was still time for a short concert: 

Andrew  played ‘First Loss’  by Robert Schumann and  
‘Bambuco’ by Jorge Cardoso 

Bill R, Bil l E and Valerie played ‘Trio in C’ by  Leonhard 
Von Call 

Bill R. played ‘Milonga’ (traditional) 

Matthew played  ‘Romanza’ by Johann Kasper Mertz and 
‘Etude’  by Ferdinando Carulli 
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The Merr y Wives of Windsor  

This year’s social outing to Brownsea Island has now 
been booked for Friday 30th July. 

If anyone else wishes to join us on that day, please 
hurry and book your seats, as tickets are sell ing fast! 

Box Office 01202 251987 

Frederic Matthias Alexander (1869-1955) 

 

Chair Maker 
 
I have been making chairs in the 
Wiltshire town of Corsham for the 
past 25 years, a very recent "claim 
to fame" might be a request from 
the Big Brother TV programme to 
loan a selection of my weird and 
wonderful chairs ready for filming 
in May.  
Bill H adfield 

 
 web site www.guitarchairs.co.uk     

 

 FGS Annual Conference 2004 
The Federation of Guitar Societies’ annual conference wil l 
be held at Pembroke Lodge, Richard Park on Wednesday 
16th June.  

Nick and I wil l be representing the DGS. If anyone has any 
questions or points that they would li ke raised at the 
conference please let me know. 

www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk 

Guitar for Sale 
If you are thinking of buying a lovely guitar 

. Stephen is selling his Bernabe 

You know the one - Looks good - Sounds 
good but unfor tunately not guaranteed to 

make you play like present owner! 

Interested - see Stephen or Tel: 01305 257099 
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First Contact 
Word was circulated throughout Dorset that there was to be a 
meeting in Dorchester to find out if there was enough interest 
in the county from guitar and lute players to hold regular 
meetings to play and exchange views.  I was told about the 
idea by Chris Daly, a guitar teacher in Parkstone.   

The meeting was to be held at the Dorchester Community 
Arts Centre. I think it was late September but I am not 
absolutely sure of the year.  I definitely recall it  was a Sunday 
afternoon and it was a beautiful sunny day with a dazzling 
blue sky and an autumn nip in the air.  My father had died 
early in 1983 (which makes me think this was the year) so I 
suggested my mother came to Dorchester with me and after 
the meeting, which would only take an hour, we could have a 
cream tea.  

When I arrived at the meeting I was very surprised to see a 
crowded room, as I did not know there were so many players 
in the area. 

The two people chairing this meeting were Paul Wright and 
Paul Rance.  They had both taken part in a local arts and craft 
show where Paul Wright was involved 
with a guitar competition and Paul 
Rance was there as a lute maker. 
Afterwards they got chatting in a local 
pub.  They had the idea of trying to 
form a club for guitar and lute players. 

There was obviously enough interest 
in this idea and it was agreed to set up 
a group and arrange future meetings.  
At this time there were people from 
such places as Dorchester, Bridport, 
Portland, Swanage, Weymouth, 
Blandford and Poole so Dorchester 
was chosen as the most central place 
to hold the meetings.  Sunday was 
chosen as the day to meet as guitar 
teachers would be free and people had 
the time to travel.   

To close the meeting Paul Rance sang and accompanied 
himself on his lute.  I remember being most surprised and 
impressed with his performance. 

The meeting lasted longer than expected.  By the time I 
returned to my car the sun had gone down, it was getting dark 
and cold.  My Mother had spent all afternoon in the car 
reading until the light had faded.  As we returned home 
immediately, my Mother never did get her cream tea. 

My First Meeting 
Was I classed a beginner or an intermediate player?  This was 
the question I faced at my first meeting in October when I 
arrived once again in Dorchester.  Be bold I thought, I am not 
a beginner.  Thus I entered the room set aside for the 
intermediate players. 

Chris Daly was organising the session and he arranged us 
around the room in a big circle facing each other.  Little did I 
reali ze how significant this circle was to become to me.  Due 
to this circle we formed at meetings, it was decide we should 
become the ‘Dorset Guitar & Lute Circle’ . 

Chris asked us to introduce ourselves one by one, say a li ttle 
about why we play the guitar and play a short solo.  He 
started with the person on his right.  I found the experience 
extremely interesting and was tremendously impressed with 
the solos.  As the afternoon progressed I reali sed I had made 
an error of judgement to call myself an intermediate player.  
The more I heard the more I knew I could not play when it 
came to my turn.  I was sitting next to Joan Lucas on Chris’s 
left and when it came to my turn, to my great relief, Chris 
announced it was time for tea…. phew.  I have always 
wondered if it was the look of horror on my face when it 
came to my turn that prompted the tea announcement. 

Second & Third Meeting 
Once bitten they say…. consequently my choice of rooms on 
my second visit in November was not the intermediate group 

room.  In the adjoining room people 
seemed to be choosing suitable music 
from a large pile placed in the centre 
of the room.  Joan and I found an 
ensemble pile and chose a trio that 
looked quite interesting.  After some 
time of playing a young chap walked 
passed muttering, ‘Does anyone want 
another player to make up the 
numbers?’  We invited him to play the 
third part with us.  Before we had 
hardly started playing together we 
were stopped for the tea break.  We 
were told we could take home the 
music we had been playing during the 
afternoon in order to practice it.  We 
would then perform these pieces to the 
Circle at the December meeting. 

During the weeks that followed Joan and I practiced together 
until we were fairly confident.  The Christmas meeting day 
came and we went off to Dorchester quiet unprepared for 
events.  Once again the customary circle was formed around 
the room. When it was time for our trio to play we started 
quite confidently.  The only problem was Joan and I had been 
practising at one speed and this unknown player we had 
acquired had practised it twice as fast.  My fingers had never 
moved so quickly to try and keep up.  It was a breath taking 
experience for me.  This was my first encounter with your 
friend and mine, Stephen Kenyon. 
I don’ t keep a diary so if my facts are inaccurate 
please forgive me or better stil l send in your 
recollections.  

Ann 
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Thursday 20 May - Concert 7.30 p.m. 
CASTLE COURT SCHOOL 
Knoll Lane, Corfe Mullen, Wimborne 
Antonio Forcione  (guitar)  
with Giorgio Serci (guitar), Jenny Adejayan (cello), 
Adriano Pinto (percussion) 
Tel: 01202 694438 …10.50 (…7 for under 16s) to include a glass of 
wine/fruit juice 

Saturday 22 & Sunday 23 May - Concer t 7.30 p.m.  
SALISBURY FESTIVAL 
Salisbury Cathedral 
Paco Pena Flamenco Ensemble with Salisbury 
Festival Chorus 
Tel:  01722 320 333 …30, …25, …20, …16, …10 

Wednesday 26 May - Concert 7.30 p.m.  
SALISBURY FESTIVAL 
Salisbury Cathedral 
Eleftheria Kotzia with the Czech National 
Symphony Orchestra (Concerto Aranjuez)  
Tel:  01722 320 333 …28, …25, …19, …15, …10 

Saturday 29 May - Concer t 7.30 p.m.  
SALISBURY FESTIVAL 
Romsey Abbey 
Academy of Ancient Music (all Bach programme) 
Tel:  01722 320 333 …20, …16, …12 

Thursday 3 June - Concert 7.30 p.m.  
SALISBURY FESTIVAL 
St. Thomas’s Church 
John Willi ams 
Tel:  01722 320 333 …18, …14 

Saturday 5 June - Workshop 10.30 a.m. 
Concert 7.30 p.m.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
Kinson Community Centre 
Brad Richter 
Tel:  Margaret Tredwell 01425 613739  

Saturday 9 October   
20th Anniversary Concer t 7.30 p.m.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
Kinson Community Centre 
John Mill s with the Dorset Guitar Society 
Tel:  Margaret Tredwell 01425 613739  

%QPVCEV�0WODGTU��������� � �
Terry Robinson - Chairman                                  01305 834 774 

T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk�

Richard Thompson - Treasurer                             01305 263 783 

Richardthompson@fromewhitfield.fsnet.co.uk 

Margaret Tredwell -     Secretary                          01425 613 739 

secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Chris Gillson -   Concert Coordinator                   01425 478 640  

gill son@waitrose.com  
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www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

16th May            5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th September    5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

20th June            5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th October        2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

18th July             5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 21st November     2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

15th August        5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th December     2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 
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We meet at: 
Kinson Community Centre 

Pelhams Park 
Mil lhams Road 

Kinson  
BH10 7LH 

Dorset Guitar Society 

Registered Charity No. 110112 2 
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Tutors 
Mark Eden, Chr istopher Stell and 

Gary Ryan 
Classes, ensembles and concerts 

Tel: 01962 860192  
email: info@winchesterguitarfestival.co.uk 

www.winchesterguitarfestival.co.uk 


