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���� ust look on the bright side of things; it 
didn't snow! 

I’m not sure where to begin really - the day 
started out well enough. Quite a pleasant 
drive up to London, all be it a little cold for 
some 

We made good time and actually arrived at 
10.30 a.m. on the dot. 

Morley College is an excellent venue for 
this type of event, with a spacious hall, café 
and practice rooms.  

However, it has to be said that the 
organisation was more than a little 
disappointing. I’m not going to go into all 
the details but it did nothing to encourage 
performers back again in future years. 

There were four orchestras in the Junior 
category: 

1. Bolton School Senior Group 

2. Hertfordshire Classical Guitar 
Ensemble  

3. Ashford Guitar Ensemble 

4. Orquestra de Guitarras de la Escuela 
Municipal de Musica Y Danza de 
Donostia - San Sabastian.  

And three in the Senior Category: 

1. Dorset Guitar Society Orchestra 

2. Vicky Bodman Guitar Orchestra 

3. Mary Ward Centre Guitar Orchestra 

The standard of playing from all the groups 
was very good and it was particularly  

interesting hearing  others perform, as we 
don’t very often get the chance to hear other 
guitar orchestras.  

A well deserved first prize went to the  
Spanish children in the  Junior Category and 
they were clearly over the moon when the 
announcement was made. I think we could 
learn a lot from their stage presentation, in 
particular the way that they all held their 
guitars in front of them at the end of their 
performance. 

The Mary Ward Centre Guitar Orchestra 
won the Senior Category. 
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Our journey home was just a little more 
momentous than any of us would have 
really hoped for! 

Because of a cricket or football match or the 
like, it took us about an hour to actually get 
out of London. When we finally picked up 
speed of more than 10 miles an hour  the 
poor old coach finally gave up the ghost and 
conked out at the junction of the M3/M25.  
The electrics had died - which meant we 
had no lighting.  

Feeling somewhat vulnerable on the hard 
shoulder in pitch darkness it was suggested 
that the driver drive a few more yards onto 
the slip road. Being stationary however, did 
mean that we were slightly warmer than we 
were on the move, as cold air was no longer 
blowing in from the back. Luckily there 
were a few traffic cones just in front of us 

so we put those at 
the back of the 
coach. 

While we waited 
for a replacement 
c o a c h  B i l l 
telephoned the 
police to let them 
know where we 
were.  

Cont: page 2 
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The next meeting will take place on Sunday 18 December 2 p.m. until 5.30 p.m. in Rooms 1, 2, and 3. 

Music  
As it is the end of the year party we won’t be starting any new orchestral pieces. Hopefully we will be 
bringing along some pop songs for you to play and even SING if you know the words, so do bring 
along your guitars.  

If you would like to perform something (solo or a group) could you please let me know by Saturday. 
Contact me by email or phone with the duration of piece, as I would like to organise a running order 
before the meeting. Remember it doesn’t have to be guitar music - other instruments, singing, dancing, 
etc. 

Food 
Would you all please bring along a plate of something for a finger buffet - either sweet or savoury and 
soft drinks. The usual tea and coffee will still be available.  

Guests 
Please invite family and friends to come along and enjoy in the fun. 
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They did send a highway patrol car which for some strange 
reason parked in front of us.  

About 10 minutes later, after telling us that we had done all 
the right things they drove off again. 

The thing that struck me was the general good spirits of every 
single person on board. With music quizzes, noughts and 
crosses (on the windows) and telling jokes to pass the time. 
Perhaps if we had known at the time that we would have to 
wait 3 hours for the replacement coach to arrive, we might 
not have been quite so amiable.  

When we did see the coach coming along on the opposite 
side of the road we knew that we 
didn’t have much longer to wait to be 
rescued.  WRONG! Here it comes - 
there is goes, it had completely missed 
the slip road and carried on straight 
pass us before realising. It stopped 
just behind another broken down 
vehicle on the M3. It would have been 
highly dangerous for the coach driver 
to back onto the slip road and also 
suggestions for us to cross the slip 
road were also very quickly 
dismissed. So there was nothing left 
but for the coach to do another round 
trip before finally rescuing us.  

In the meantime the breakdown truck 
had arrived, parking in front of our 
coach in readiness to tow it away. 
This left no option for the rescue 
coach but to park in front of that. 
Consequently we all had to grab a 
guitar from the hold and walk along the 

slip road past the breakdown truck and onto the new coach. 

Feeling just a tad dispirited and crestfallen ourselves at this 
point in time, we were greeted with a somewhat less than 
jovial replacement driver. He was even more miserable when 
we told him we wanted to stop off at Fleet Services! 

At the same time our very nice driver was being towed away 
with his vehicle. Anyway, after one or two more wrong 
turnings we finally arrived home safe and sound, and that’s 
the main thing. 

I don’t think that I have ever been so happy to see Kinson 
Community Centre in my life! 
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� Driver 

Stephen �  � Could this be our rescue coach? 

� Improvised hazard warning lights   

� Us inside coach �  

FROST 
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Thanks to all the 21 members who filled out their questionnaires.  I think that you will find the results interesting. Well done 
to the 5 people who went to all of the concerts.  

Question 1. Do you enjoy live classical guitar concerts? Everyone said Yes. 

Question 2. Which DGS concerts have you attended over the past three years? How much did you enjoy them? 

14 -  attended the Fiona Harrison concert, 16 -  Neil Smith, 8 -  Carl Herring, 12 -  Brad Richter , 12 -  David Leisner  

13 -  McClelland/Cousté .  Generally the level of enjoyment was very high. 

Comments - ‘There was a wide range of music performed’, ‘I enjoyed some of the workshops’, ‘Would it be possible to have 
a better venue’, ‘Not all members are automatically competent in taking part in the workshops’, ‘Need dates very early’, 
‘Prefer a variety of music and not just early’, You may lose people on a fixed income if you increase the price of tickets’, ‘I 
have attended them all because I was supporting the DGS’, I am not so keen on masterclasses, I enjoy workshop in 
association with a concert’. 

Question 3. Are you happy with our usual two professional concerts a year. 

Only one person wanted more concerts per year and one wanted less, two wanted the usual two or less and everyone else 
wanted the usual two. 

Question 4. Would it alter your attendance if we charged £2 more for a ticket. 

Three said it would alter their attendance if we charged £2 more for a ticket and everyone else said no it wouldn’t. 

Question 5. Would it alter your attendance if we charged £2 less for a ticket 

Everyone said it wouldn’t alter their attendance if we charged £2 less. 

Question 6. Would you be happy to pay up to £12 for a ticket to have a quartet or trio. 

12 said they were happy to pay up to £12 a ticket for a quartet, 8 said they were happy to pay up to £10,  leaving only 1 
person not prepared to pay any more. 

Question 7. Is there anyone special that you would like DGS to invite. 

The Aquarelle Guitar Quartet,  Gerald Garcia, Graham Devine, John Williams, Simon Dinnigan, Carlos Bonell, Craig 
Ogden, Peter Nuttall, Stuart Ryan, The Pro Arte Trio, Rodrigo Guitar Trio (New Pro Arte) 

Question 8. Do you attend other (non DGS concerts regularly) 

7 said No, 12 said Yes, 2 said occasionally.  

Question 9. Do you enter the dates of the concerts in your diary as soon as you know about it or a month or week before. 

13 said straight away, 4 said month before, 1 said week before, 2 said not at all, and one didn’t answer 

RESPONSES AND CONCLUSIONS NEXT MONTH. 
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Tickets for the Marcos Dias recital will be on sale at the next meeting. Posters and flyers will also be available. Please make a 
special effort to display them wherever you can and persuade as many friends and relatives as possible to come.  

Marcos will be playing a varied and popular programme of works by John Dowland, Joaquin Rodrigo, Fernando Sor, J.S. Bach, 
Franz Schubert and Agustin Barrios.- listen to his recordings on www.marcosdiaz.com Not to be missed!  
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I am thrilled to announce that we  have booked the Aquarelle Guitar Quartet to play for us next May. Please, Please put this date 
in your diary STRAIGHT WAY and make it your top priority for next year. 

The Aquarelle Guitar Quartet is an exciting new ensemble exploring the diversity of music for four guitars. Since their formation 
in 1999 the AGQ have performed extensively in major festivals including the International Guitar Festival of Great Britain, 
Dillington Guitar Festival, Dundee Guitar Festival, and Ryedale Festival and in venues including Bolivar Hall and the Church of 
St Martin in the Fields, London.  
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A total of seven contestants, from as far away as Cuba and Russia took part in the competition.  The adjudicators had the 
unenviable task of deciding the winner from the group of excellent young guitarists.  A unanimous decision was reached and the 
first prize was awarded to Dimitrios Dekavallas from Greece, studying at the Royal Academy of Music.  Second prize went to 
Ahmed Dickenson from Cuba, studying at the Royal College of Music and third prize was awarded to Antonis Hatzinikolaou 
from Greece, who also studies at the Royal Academy of Music.  A special fourth prize was awarded to Irina Kulikova from 
Russia. 
Dimitrios will be playing for DGS next October or November, the date will be confirmed next month. 
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Sat. 21 January - Guitarnight 8 pm 
DORCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 
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Robbie McIntosh is often described as 'the guitarists' 
guitarist'. Perhaps best known for his work with The 
Pretenders, Sir Paul McCartney and most recently Norah 
Jones, his 30 year musical career began with classical guitar. 
For this Guitarnight Robbie will be performing a wide range 
of music and in a variety of styles, including tracks from his 
critically acclaimed ‘Unsung’ solo album and its successor, 
due for release in early 2006.  
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Sun 29 January ����   Recital  7.30 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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Tel: 01425 613739 
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Sat 25 February ����   Concert  7.30 pm.  
UNITED CHURCH 
SOUTH STREET, DORCHESTER 
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Vivaldi, Beethoven, Paganini, Piazzolla, 1920’s & 30’s 

We meet at: 
Kinson Community Centre, 

Pelhams Park, Millhams Road, Kinson  
BH10 7LH 
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Terry Robinson - Chairman                                    01305 834 774 
T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk�

Margaret Tredwell -      Secretary                           01425 613 739 
secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Bill Eggleston - Treasurer                                       01202 824 066 

Chris Gillson, Ann Plumb, Valerie Evans                               

Registered Charity No. 1101122 

Member of  The Federation of Guitar Societies www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk & CADArts www.cadarts.com 

15th January        2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 16th July                    5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

19th February      2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 20th August               5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

19th March          5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th September          5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

23rd April            5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 15th October              2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

21st May              5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th November          2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

18th June             5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th December           2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

Sat. 11 March - Guitarnight 8 pm 
DORCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 
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Milica Ilic is one of Australia's hottest music talents. At the 
age of 23, she has already toured Australia and Southeast Asia 
with such legendary artists as José Carreras. Her debut CD 
'Rouge Guitar' has confirmed her place as an artistic tour de 
force, with Australian critics hailing Milica as 'a fiery 
combination of virtuosic skill and originality'.  
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Fri 12 May ����   Concert  8 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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Tel: 01425 613739 

www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 


