
Quote of the month 
“I have always aimed at 
facility. Music ought not 
to be an effort.” 
Georg Philipp Telemann 
(1681-1767) 

Quoted in Headington, The 
Bodley Head History of Western 
Music, 1974 
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All the expectations and excitement of 
going to this concert were worth every 
minute! Raymond Cousté played both a 
seven course and thirteen course lute which 
was quite something being that it's not every 
day you get to watch and listen to such  
beautiful instruments being played by a 
musician with a world of experience behind 
him. The programme included some 
Dowland pieces and (for me) some less well 
known ones by Ennemond Gautier (France 
17th century) which were a very delightful 
and inspiring start.  

So onwards and ever bound, we were 
treated to the incredible playing of Vincea 
McClelland on her beautiful guitar...I don't 
think I have often witnessed such a 'Golden' 
tone, even more, one could compare it to 
silk, satin and velvet all rolled into one.  
Being that 'tone' for a classical guitarist has 
to come pretty much 1st on the list of 
priorities, she certainly produced a heavenly 
sound.  Not only that, but with such a 
seemingly calm and effortless approach to 
every phrase in the music, she, for example 
placed each harmonic so carefully and 
purely, absolutely within the parameters of 
the rhythm...this was portrayed in most of 
the pieces, including Brouwer,  Llobet (El 

Noi de la Mare) and Rodrigo. Her playing 
was inspirational.  

The Duo came together for the last part, 
after the interval and played for us a 
bewitchingly beautiful set of pieces, 
including Guiliani and Segovia, but for me 
the Suite Latina (Alfonso Montes) stole the 
show, (possibly because I know the suite 
from the Eastwood and Kilvington duo) The 
rhythms are so groovy and relaxed, 
especially the Bossa Nova, typically Latin 
American foot tapping stuff! 

Finally,  I have to say it was a concert I will 
not forget in a hurry.  A really lovely 
evening and what is more it was great to see 
Nigel (Derby Classical Guitar society) who 
was passing through our way and it seemed 
that his enjoyment of the evening was 
reciprocated. 

...'an object lesson in how to present a guitar 
recital?' (Classical Guitar Magazine) ...
Well, quite so! 

Sarah Fry 
Raymond plays an Ignacio Fleta e hijas 
guitar (1966) and Vincea plays a 
‘Alejandro’ Alexander van den Horst 
(1991) 
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Although one of our quickest ever AGMs, it was rather 
delayed by the door alarm in the new extension, which kept 
going off. This was eventually sorted out. The alarm is set up 
to the local police station who in turn contact the wardens  
who come and turn it off. Apparently it shouldn't be  on while 
we are in the building. 

A Short Summary 
Terry reported another excellent year for the Society; we had 
a large influx of new members, an extensive list of events and 
activities and we moved into the new extension. (Well 
actually we’ve moved out again now!)  

The main event being our 20th Anniversary concert, which 
was a marvellous reunion of past and present members. Terry 
thanked every one for all their hard work. Our black attire 
worked well and looked very smart despite several mutinous 
cries.  

Richard summarised the accounts and highlighted the fact 
that two concerts unfortunately made a loss. On the other 
hand our Anniversary concert was a very successful venture 
and did make a very good profit.  

Following our acquisition of charitable status we received a 
reimbursement from the Inland Revenue from claims back 
dated for the years since the legislation came in.  

The subscriptions for this year will remain at £35 (£17.50 for 
students). 

Richard has decided to stand down this year. Terry thanked 
Richard for his conscientious work over the last four years, 
notably moving to place the society on a charitable status is a 
marvellous achievement. 

Bill Eggleston was voted in as the new treasurer. The rest of 
the committee remain the same. 

Terry ended by reading out the fire regulation. Unfortunately 
we now have no telephone  in the old building. 

 

We moved swiftly on to our playing. Mostly we worked on 
the Debussy piece.  The ‘Leger et lointain’ section, which  
caused quite a bit of confusion last month, was tried with one 
person on each part. It was decided that it would sound 
clearer this way. 

After coffee William played three of his pieces, which are for 
his performers certificate which he will be taking in July. 
‘Cello Suite No 1’  by  J.S Bach, ‘Sakura’  by Yuquijiro 
Yocoh and ‘Verano Porteno’ by Astor Piazzolla. Well done 
to William for playing so beautifully and good luck with your 
exam. .  

This was followed by Stephen playing ‘Allemande’ and 
‘Sarabande’ from Suite no 1 (BWV996) by J.S. Bach. 

Sit well was our first message from Vincea. Sit half way back 
in your chair with your feet forward, as though you are about 
to eat a meal. The underlying message was that to play well 
you must have a good technique and to have a good 
technique you must practise technical exercises every day.  

The inevitable ‘warm-up’s and ‘technique’ exercises 
followed. Loads of good stuff, walking exercises, chromatic 
exercise, rasgueado, finger independence, slurs, arpeggios, 
tremolo and SCALES! Five reasons why and five reasons 
how. We were also told to vary our daily technique work-out. 

A well earned cup of coffee followed. Raymond particularly 
liked the ‘Hobnobs’.  

After coffee we divided into two groups. Raymond 
demonstrated the art of playing tablature, and in a few 
minutes we were all playing ‘Greensleeves’ (well almost!) 
We were even allowed to have a play on the seven course 
lute. Everyone was immediately struck by how light the 
instrument was and how very off putting it was having the 
extra string. 

Vincea’s group went to play ensemble. They worked on  
‘Ponteio III’ by Celso Machado from 'Quatre Ponteios 
Bresiliennes'. I am told that this was a good piece; it soon 
came together and was much improved after they were 
encouraged to introduce dynamics and feel the music. 

After lunch four volunteers played for Raymond, while 
Vincea took Tanya for a private lesson. Volunteers were: 

Bill and Mike played a duet, ‘Prelude & Fugue No. 3’ by 

Castelnuovo Tedesco, Andy played a tango called ‘Don 
Perez Freire’ by Barrios and Richard played ‘Double from 
Partita No. 1’ by J.S. Bach. Lots of good advice, suggestions 
and encouragement from Raymond and also from Vincea 
when she returned. 

A full day packed with excellent advice and information. I 
hope that everyone enjoyed it as much as I did. 

The day before:  
Me playing a real lute (or me really playing a lute!) 

But how do you stop it slipping off? 
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The next meeting will take place on Sunday 15 May at 5.45 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. in the MAIN HALL .   
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The Duarte family is planning a musical celebration of John’s life. It will be held at 2:30 p.m. (14:30 hours) on 12 June 2005 
at St. Michael’s Church, Highgate, London N6. St. Michael’s Church is a large building so there will be plenty of room for 
everyone. 

The concert will be free and no tickets are required but donations will be asked for on the day for the Marie Curie Cancer 
Care fund. 

Those taking part will be: 

Vladislav Blaha, Arne Brattland, Raymond Burley, Gabriel Guillen, Antonio de Innocentis, Eleftheria Kotzia, Brendan 
McCormack, John Mills, Stein-Erik Olsen, Maria Isabel Siewers, Neil Smith, John Turner (recorder) & Jacqueline Fox 
(mezzo-soprano) 

By road, St. Michael’s Church is at the junction of Highgate West Hill and Pond Square. By public transport, take the 
Northern Line to Archway Station then a short ride on bus 210 or 271 to Highgate Village. London Underground 
Information may be contacted for alternative methods on 0207222 1234. 

We hope to see you there for a memorable and happy occasion. 

Christopher Duarte 
St George’s Music Shop Tel. + 44 (0)1603 626414 Fax. + 44 (0)1603 618811 http://www.stgeorgesmusic.co.uk 
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Subscriptions 
Subscriptions are now due. Please remember to bring your cheque books. £35 (Students £17.50) 
Newsletter only £5. Form attached  

On the Mend 
I am pleased to let you know that after breaking her wrist on a skiing holiday in February, Valerie is 
now on the mend. The three pins have been removed from her wrist and the plaster replaced by a 
bandage. In spite of the bandage being somewhat thick and restrictive, Valerie is determined to play her 
guitar and is gradually getting her strength back. That’s dedication for you! 

Brownsea Open Air Theatre 
For the past few years some DGS members have gone to see the Shakespeare play on Brownsea Island. 
This year’s production will be ‘Measure for Measure’ - 27 July until 12 August, Cost £16. If anyone 
would like to go or need more information please see me on Sunday. There is no discount for group 
bookings. 

Turina's Soleares  
Does anyone have the music to Turina's Soleares that I can borrow?  I'm convinced that my version has 
a few copying errors!  Bill Rhys 
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Saturday 14 May 2005����  Recital 8 pm 
SOUTHAMPTON CLASSICAL GUITAR SOCIETY 
Karin Schaupp 
The Point, Leigh Road, Eastleigh  
Tel: 023 8065 2333 � 12 (concessions � 8, members 
� 7) 

Tuesday 31 May 2005– Concert 7.30 pm 
MUSIC AT ST CLEMENTS 
Stromenti String Quartet  
with Stephen Kenyon 
Boccherini Quintet, Adagio from Rodrigo Guitar Concert, 
Vivaldi Guitar Concerto 
St. Clements Church, Boscombe 
Tel: 775686 � 8 
email: stromentistringquartet@ntlworld.com  
www.stromentistringquartet.com 
Stromenti String Quartet is lead by Jack Majuire, co-principal 
of the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra, and is Boscombe’s 
resident professional musical ensemble. Musicians introduce 
and explain the works. 
St. Clements Church is a grade 1 listed building and a warm, 
friendly, comfortable concert venue. Adequate, safe on road 
parking, disabled access. Tea and coffee served in interval. 
All seats include a free printed programme. Disabled and low 
income free entry. 
 

We meet at: 
Kinson Community Centre, 

Pelhams Park, Millhams Road, Kinson  
BH10 7LH 

Saturday 18 June 2005����  Concert 7.30 pm 
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
Dorset Guitar Orchestra 
Directed by Stephen Kenyon 
Kinson Community Centre, Pelhams Park, Kinson, 
Bournemouth 
To include music by Debussy, Albéniz, Piazzolla, Koshkin. 
Tel: 01425 613739 � 5 

Saturday 2 July 2005����  Recital 7.30 pm 
HINTON ST GEORGE FESTIVAL 
Brad Richter 
St. George’s Church, Hinton St. George, Somerset 
Tel: 01460 72563 � 8 Booking Essential 
Judithkefford@aol.com 
www.hintonfestival.info  

SHORT COURSES 

CLASSICAL GUITAR AT KINGCOMBE  
The Kingcombe Centre, Toller Porcorum, Dorchester 
Friday 12 - Sunday 14 August 
Wendy Partridge & Helena Dyson 
Tel: 01300 320 684 
Kingcombe@kingcombe.centre.demon.co.uk 
www.kingcombe.centre.demon.co.uk 
Fee � 120�� 150 
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www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 
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Terry Robinson - Chairman                                    01305 834 774 
T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk�

Margaret Tredwell -      Secretary                           01425 613 739 
secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Bill Eggleston - Treasurer                                      01202 824 066 

Chris Gillson, Ann Plumb, Valerie Evans                               

Registered Charity No. 1101122 

Member of  The Federation of Guitar Societies www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk & CADArts www.cadarts.com 

15th May             5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 18th September   5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

12th June             5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 16th October       2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

17th July              5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 20th November   2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

21st August          5.45 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 18th December    2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 


