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�  n exciting programme is in store for 
you, with no doubt pieces that you 

have never heard before and some that you 
have!  

‘Uarekena’ by Sergio Assad, ‘Opals’ by 
Phillip Houghton, ‘Guitharsis’ by David 
Fennessy, ‘Brincadeira’ by Villa-Lobos 
and many more. I will have a full 
programme with me on Sunday for you to 
see. 

You can also still purchase your tickets on 
Sunday at the discount price - so don’t 
delay. 

If you would like to stay on afterwards for a 
short while then please bring a dish of food. 
The bar will still be open. We have the hall 
until 10.45 p.m. 

Thanks to all who took posters last month - 
please make sure that you have displayed 
them everywhere you can think of! 

Biography 
All members of the Aquarelle Guitar 
Quartet are graduates of the Royal Northern 
College of Music where they were the first 
guitar quartet to receive the Diploma in 
Professional Performance, RNCM’s highest 
performance award.  

The AGQ have received scholarships from 
the Musicians Benevolent Fund and the 
Tillett Trust to study abroad with renowned 
guitarists Sergio Assad and Oscar Ghilia.  

In November 2004, they toured Ireland 
performing in venues including the Helix, 
Dublin and Christchurch Cathedral, 
Waterford. In the same year, they were also 
selected from a number of ensembles as 
principal winners of the prestigious Tunnell 
Trust award, comprising of a series of 
recitals in Scotland in 2005/2006. 

In addition to mainstream concerts, the 
AGQ have been involved in many outreach 
and educational projects. For a number of 
years they performed on the Live Music 
Now! young artists scheme, founded by 
Lord Menuhin, and they have given 
masterclasses in specialist music institutions 
including the Royal Scottish Academy of 

Music and Drama, and Cork School of 
Music. 

In their programmes, the AGQ are 
dedicated to presenting works from around 
the globe that span from the renaissance to 
the present day. They have been sent works 
to perform by established international 
composers including Carlos Rafael Rivera 
(U.S.A), Phillip Houghton (Australia) and 
Stephen Dodgson (U.K). The group are 
constantly expanding their repertoire with 
their own arrangements from various 
musical genres, including works by Villa-
Lobos, Mussorgsky, Rossini, film music 
composer Ryuichi Sakamoto, and folk 
harpist Catriona McKay. 

Their recordings include their debut CD 
Promenade, which was released in May 
2005 and Watersmeet, a collaborative CD 
of Stephen Dodgson’s guitar music, 
released on the Cadenza label in March 
2006.  

Visit the Aquarelle website on:  
www.aquarellegq.com 

Read  reviews on the next page! 
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We mainly concentrated on the new MAAN pieces that were 
given out in February and ‘Chanson De Matin’ by Elgar. We 
also played through the three new Grieg pieces. All these 
pieces will be included in  our Summer Concert on 1st July. 

After coffee volunteers this month were: 

Stuart with  ‘Lazy Afternoon’ by Peter Nuttall and ‘Willow’ 
by Andrew York. 

Sarah played ‘Study in G’ by   Fernando Sor 

Andy played ‘Italiana Song’ Anon, ‘Robert Earl of Essex, 
his Galliard’ John Dowland  and ‘Robert’s Rag’ by Geof 
Edge 

Margaret played ‘Diferencias sobre, Guárdame las vacas’ 
and ‘ Tres diferencias por otra parte’ by Luys de Narváez 

Stephen played ‘Prelude no 1’ by Villa-Lobos 
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We have had nobody objecting to their telephone numbers and email address being circulated within the society, so I shall 
be giving you all an up to date contact sheet  next month.  
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The next meeting will take place on Sunday 23 April 5.30 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. in Rooms 1 and 2. This 
meeting will include our AGM. We will be starting promptly at 5.30 p.m. so please try to arrive a few 
minutes earlier. Minutes of last year’s AGM will be available. 

We will also be recording the instrumental versions of ‘Sigh No More’ and ‘Pardon Goddess’, so 
please give these two loads of extra practice!! 
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 "...the ability to unite as one in presenting phrases makes this quartet a special phenomenon." 
International Guitar Festival of Great Britain  

"... the attention to detail of these skilled players was remarkable." 
Liverpool Daily Post 

"However you choose to define the term 'cool' you can surely apply it here." 
 
"... outstanding Instituto Cervantes debut..." 
 
"... Houghton has found himself four highly accomplished ambassadors." 
Classical Guitar Magazine 
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The tickets are going like hot cakes so 
don’t leave it until the last minute to book 
for the play, or you may be disappointed. 
80% of the tickets for the first Friday have 
now been sold. 

Read through at Grasshopper 
William, Julie, Heather, Ann, Katie and myself attended the 
read through at the Grasshopper on 3rd April. 

It was an extremely successful and informative evening. 
Denise Mallender (Director) welcomed everyone and told us 
that the MAAN musicians are actually part of the cast.  

The actors were all excellent and sometimes very funny. 

It is one thing to read the play for yourself but hearing actors 
reading it really made the characters spring to life.  

Julie accompanied herself singing ‘Sigh No More’. It was the 
first time she has performed it in public and she did so 
beautifully. 

It was interesting to see where our music fits into the scenes 
and everything now makes much more sense. 

Recording for CD 
Stephen has worked out a recording schedule for the April, 
May and June meetings. Some of the pieces will be played by 
a smaller group for the recordings. 

The full orchestra will be playing the  following: 

April 

Sigh No More 
Pardon Goddess 

May 

Wedding March 1 
Wedding March 2 

June 

Running/Masked 
Pavan and Galliarde by Claude Gervaise 
Re-takes 

First Rehearsals with Actors 
The MAAN musicians will be required for their first 
rehearsals on 24th and 25th May at Pelhams. 
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Since 1992 Nick and I have been volunteer helpers on a 
course run for guitarists from Swindon Young Musicians. 
The weekend course at Braeside Manor in Devises, is led by 
Fran Gray from the Orkney Islands and is organised by Milly 
Philpin. There are 
usually between 40 and 
50 children aged 
between 7 and 17, 
some of them returning 
year after year. 

We first became 
involved when our son 
Chris went along to 
join in the fun. 

This year we were also 
joined by Neil Smith, 
who gave an excellent 
recital on the Friday 
evening. Over the 
course of the weekend 
Neil also gave a 
masterclass for some 
of the of the older 
children and a valuable lesson for everyone on technique. 

Fran Gray composes all the music for the course and 
encourages the children to write stories to accompany the 
music. 

This year everyone was asked to dress up as a character from 
a children’s book and the theme of the story was the 
environment.  After establishing what characters we had, the 
children’s creative juices started flowing. With three James 
Bonds, two Oliver Twist’s, a few animals, a King, fairies, 

pirates and a magic carpet, the story began to evolve. 

It went something like this. The characters from the story 
books came to life to warn the people of the world about the 
state of the planet and the effect that they are having on it. 

From drought and 
starvation, to global 
warming, things did 
seem rather bleak. 

 The King and Queen 
summoned the James 
Bonds and sent them 
on a reconnaissance 
mission to see what 
needed to be done to 
save the world. When 
they reported back it 
appeared that the 
squirrel (that was 
me) was guilty of 
stripping all the bark 
off the trees and the 
fox was knocking 
over all the dustbins. 

Well they had to fit the animals into the story somewhere! 
The Oliver’s wanted more to eat, which led to the magic 
fairies flying on the magic carpet to India to save the staving 
children. A very clever piece of music followed involving 
playing with spoons to make it sound like Indian music. 

In fact everyone came to their senses in the end and there was 
enough magic to put everything right. Mission accomplished 
the characters returned to their books. The story and music 
was performed in a concert for the parents at the end of the 
course.  



Newsletter Page 4 

Thurs 27 April ����   Lunchtime Recital  1.05 pm.  
LIGHTHOUSE 
POOLE 
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Tel: 08700 668701  
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Fri 12 May ����   Concert  8 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ ����
Tel: 01425 613739 
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Tuesday 15 May ����   Concert 8 pm.  
TURNER SIMS CONCERT HALL  
SOUTHAMPTON 
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Juan Martin returns to perform his own compositions, 
supported by a new line up of musicians and flamenco 
dancers. 
Tel: 08700 668701  
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Sat 3 June ����   Coffee Concert  11 am.  
SALISBURY ARTS CENTRE 
�	����������
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Tel: 01722 320333 
����
www.salisburyfestival.co.uk 
�

We meet at: 
Kinson Community Centre, 

Pelhams Park, Millhams Road, Kinson  
BH10 7LH 
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Terry Robinson - Chairman                                    01305 834 774 
T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk�

Margaret Tredwell -      Secretary                           01425 613 739 
secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Bill Eggleston - Treasurer                                       01202 824 066 

Chris Gillson, Ann Plumb, Valerie Evans                               

Registered Charity No. 1101122 

Member of  The Federation of Guitar Societies www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk & CADArts www.cadarts.com 

21st May                        5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th September               5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

18th June                       5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 15th October                   2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

16th July                        5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th November               2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

20th August                   5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th December               2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

Sat 1 July ����   Concert  7.30 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
 �������������!��	������ �������������!��	������ �������������!��	������ �������������!��	������� ���
����������"�#��$	������"����������"�#��$	������"����������"�#��$	������"����������"�#��$	������"�� ���� ��� ���
Tel: 01425 613739 

Sat 18 November ����   Recital  7.30 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
 �������� �
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Tel: 01425 613739 

GUITAR COURSE AT CHATEAU DE LIGOURE  
(NR. LIMOGES) FRANCE 
Monday 17 - Saturday 29 July  
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Concerts, chamber music and masterclasses. Stimulating, 
relaxing and friendly summer course in magnificent 
surroundings, for classical guitarists from elementary to 
advanced levels. 

More information on website. www.eleftheria.info 
Email: ellie@eleftheria.info 
 

www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 


