
Quote of the month 
“Ha! ‘Against my will, I 
am sent to bid you come in 
to dinner’: there’s a double 
meaning in that.”   
William Shakespeare 

‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 
Act  2, Scene  3. 
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The last performance of Much Ado ended 
last Friday and there is no doubt that 
everyone had mixed feelings as they sailed 
away from Brownsea for the last time into 
the darkness of the night.  Well actually it 
wasn’t the last time as there was still the set 
strike and also the party still to come.  

Personally although I shall miss all the 
camaraderie, picnics, boat rides, walks 
round the Island and of course, Linda and 
Caroline opening our doors with such lovely 
smiles, I shall be pleased not to have all the 
travelling and the late nights. Also I shall be 
pleased to be able to catch up on a few other 
things that desperately need attention.  

Well done to all the musicians who 
took part. It has not been an easy ride 
with all the changes of music and last 
minute additions but you were all 
brilliant and you all rose to the 
challenge without complaining.  It 
was a huge commitment and took a 
big chunk out of the summer. I hope 
you have all enjoyed the experience.  

Unfortunately there had been 
technical difficulties during the whole 
run and on some evenings the 
audience experienced very little sound 
or even no sound at all coming from 
the speakers. However, this did 

depend largely on where you 
sat and I did have one phone 
ca l l  f rom a  f r iend 
congratulating us on our 
talent and such wonderful 
music.  

Without exception all the 
actors were brilliant and 
really brought out the 
comedy in the play. My 
particular favourite was 
Harry Susser as Don Pedro, 
and I just loved his accent.  I 
a l so  t hou gh t  Tan ya 
Alexander as Beatrice and 
Mark Lange as Benedick 
were exceptional.  

In a minute I will be naming 
everyone as they were all so 

good.  The Watch however, surely stole the 
show with their foolery.  The biggest joke 
being when two Watch get hold of Conrade 
and pull his sleeves out, (which are really, 
really long) dance round him, under his 
arms and tie him up with them. They 
improvised  quite a bit and introduced a 
sack half way through the run which Chris 
Bunn gets into to sleep on the bench, which 
is later used to cover Borachio’s head when 
he is being arrested. 

Even after three weeks I never tired of 
hearing the same lines spoken and was still 
laughing on the last night. Continued: 

www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 
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My favourite line from the whole play is from Benedick -  
“Ha! ‘Against my will, I am sent to bid you come in to 
dinner’: there’s a double meaning in that.”   

This never failed to get a laugh from the audience. 
Comparing this particular scene with the Kenneth Branagh 
film, (as wonderful as Kenneth Branagh was as Benedick) it 
barely brought a smile to my face and could easily have been 
missed.   

William and Julie, resplendent in their costumes and hats also 
looked good with their lute guitars. With Julie’s lovely voice 
and William’s nimble fingers they made a delightful pair of 
musicians as Balthazar and Cornelio.  

One evening we had torrential rain. The audience were 
amazing; although they were given the option of going home 
half way through the play, most decided they wanted to stay. 
Then the actors continued the performance wearing their 
black clothes instead of their costumes, so as not to spoil 
them.  Not wanting to get their lute guitars wet, Will and 
Julie came on without them and Will improvised by 

conducting instead of playing. At the end of the play the cast 
applauded the audience for their endurance of the weather. 
We (the musicians) were mostly ok in our little house but the 
roof did leak a bit in places. Borachio’s line ‘Stand thee close 
then under this pent-house, for it drizzles rain’, took on a 
whole new meaning. 

Apart from that one wet evening we were very lucky with the 
weather and we were only plagued with mosquito's the first 
week. 

The set strike took place on Saturday -  all day! It was quite 
amazing how after months of building, starting in early May, 
the whole thing came down in a day. Lots of hard work to 
build and lots of hard work to dismantle. It is now neatly 
stacked away in the cow shed! 

I wasn’t sure whether I would be aching too much to go to 
the party on Sunday but amazingly I felt alright. An 
enjoyable lunch accompanied by wine donated by Simon Lee 
(Brownsea Property Manger).  

The central feature of the set - an Armillary Sphere has been 
donated to Brownsea Island. It will be interesting on my next  
visit to the Island to see where they put it. The sphere was 
crafted by Dave Clements who played Dogberry. 
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The July meeting was split into two groups. Those taking part 
in ‘Much Ado’ and those who were not. 

I am told that those who ‘were not’ had a good time sight 
reading through some new pieces which made a nice change. 

Those who ‘were’ had a much needed rehearsal of the play 
pieces. 

After coffee: 

Bill, Bill and Valerie played ‘Little Carnival March by Celso 
Machado  

Stuart played ‘Chanson Trieste’ by Stephen Kenyon and 
‘Wilson’s Wild’ Anon 

Margaret played ‘Madronos’ by Torroba 

Andy played ‘opus 35 no 18, by Sor and ‘Tarantelle’ by 
Mertz 

Maurice played ‘Adagio and Presto from 7th Keyboard 
Suite’ by Handel 

Stephen played ‘Sonatina’ by Torroba 
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The next meeting will take place on Sunday 20 August from 5.30 p.m. until 9.30 p.m.  
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Summer Concert 
I have not yet ordered the group photograph, therefore if you were not at last month’s meeting it is still not too late. I will be 
taking more orders on Sunday. 
Cost -  4 x 6 = 15p, 5 x 7 = 29p, 8 x 6 = 45p, 10 x 8 = £1.20 

B.O.A.T. 
I have made up a CD of over 300 photographs of the set build, rehearsals and back stage. If anyone would like one let me know. 
If you would like it for Sunday then just send me an email or give me a ring.  

Cost -  £1 
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The Fireside Club have again asked us if we would like to entertain their members for one hour next year on September 7th. 

We were asked last year but I had to say no because of lack of interest. The main problem is it is on a Friday afternoon. 

If you do think you would like to take part either collectively or as a soloist please let me know on Sunday. 

������

�����
������
Please contribute - this is your newsletter - how about some contributions from different members! 
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Sat 16 September ����   Recital  8 pm.  
THE POINT 
EASTLEIGH 
�������������� ���������������� ���������������� ���������������� �� ����
Tel: 023 80652333 

Sat 18 November ����   Recital  7.30 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
�����������!�"����������������!�"����������������!�"����������������!�"����� ����
Tel: 01425 613739 

Fri 10 November ����   Recital   
WEST SUSSEX GUITAR CLUB 
REGIS SCHOOL OF MUSIC 
46 SUDLEY RD, BOGNOR 
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Sat 25 November ����   Guitarnight 8 pm.  
DORCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 
�������$��	�������$��	�������$��	�������$��	� ���
Named 'Acoustic Guitarist of the Year 2002' by Guitarist 
Magazine Stuart Ryan has since built a reputation as one of 
the UK's finest guitarists. Stuart has shared the stage with 
guitarists Martin Taylor and Clive Carroll, whilst his solo 
appearances have been described as "mesmerising work on 
the fretboard" He regularly appears at clubs, festivals and arts 
centres across the UK. 
www.stuartryan.co.uk 
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We meet at: Kinson Community Centre, Pelhams Park, Millhams Road, Kinson, BH10 7LH   
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Terry Robinson - Chairman                                    01305 834 774                         terrydgs@fsmail.net 
Stephen Kenyon - Musical Director                     01305 257 099                     stephen@jacaranda-music.com�
Margaret Tredwell - Secretary                                01425 613 739                         secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 
Bill Eggleston - Treasurer                                       01202 824 066 
Chris Gillson and Valerie Evans                             

Registered Charity No. 1101122 

Member of  The Federation of Guitar Societies www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk & CADArts www.cadarts.com 

17th September                             5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th November                              2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

15th October                                 2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 17th December                              2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

FESTIVAL OF BRITISH MUSIC, INCLUDING 
SOME EARLY MUSIC 

15th - 23rd September 2006 
HOTHAM ARTS CENTRE  
BOGNOR REGIS 
We hope that you will be interested in the Festival of British 
Music and that you will support this initial venture, an 
ambitious nine-day project.   After all, it’s not often that you 
get a chance to hear Emma Kirkby and Anthony Rooley in 
music by John Dowland, or Paul Esswood and the Musicke  
Companye in a Restoration-era Concert plus Nigel Hitchcock 
Quartet, and the Caspian Quartet and much more besides. 

The Hotham Arts Centre?   Formerly known as the Bognor 
Regis Centre, but now  under new direction and with a new 
purpose.  We have the excellent facilities of the Alexandra 
Theatre as part  of the Centre.  This ambitious British Music 
Festival is a prelude to an ongoing project, an internet radio 
station  devoted to British Music - British Music Radio will 
follow this Festival, and we aim that it will make an important 
contribution  to the appreciation and dissemination of music 
created in this country. 

Please do feel free to contact me on 07966 988840 if you 
wish to know more about concert details and also 
01243-861010 which is the Box Office number. 
#�	�
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Festival Director 
fairplay@arunet.co.uk 


