
Quote of the month 
“Somehow I suspect that if 
Shakespeare were alive 
today, he might be a jazz 
fan himself.” 
Duke Ellington 

(1899-1974) 

Programme notes to Such sweet 
Thunder, 1957. 
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�  hanks to everyone for making our 
end of year party such excellent fun 
and for all being such good sports! 

We kicked off with a short spot of sight 
reading, ‘Suite A minor’ by Bob Powers 
and possibly something else which I can’t 
remember. 

After which, we embarked upon our very 
own version of ‘The Twelve Days of 
Christmas’, re-written by songwriters 
extraordinaire - Ann and Jean Plumb. 
Tambourines, castanets, triangles, chimes a 
chiming, scrapers scraping, drums a 
drumming, everything a rattling and mar-a-
cas on a Christmas Tree. Well done 
everyone, you all took to your new 
instruments with the utmost of ease as if 
you had been playing them all your lives. 

A special thanks to Judy Thompson for 
lending us all her wonderful percussion 
instruments, which she uses with the 
Brownies. I hope that they have as much 
fun with them as we did. 

More music followed, with Bill, Bill and 
Valerie’s trio - ‘Nortena’ by Crespo and 
‘God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen’. 

A Russian Lullaby came next, sung and 
played by Sarah. This was taught to Sarah 
by her Russian Grandmother - and beautiful 
it was too. 

Andy played one of my favourites, ‘Julia 
Florida’ by Barrios and then ‘Etude no 1’ 
from  Villa Lobos’  Douze Etudes. 

An excellent feast followed, allowing time 
for a well earned rest and chit chat! 

Time for more music, and for those 
suffering from withdrawal symptoms from 
Radio 3 - Chris and John played ‘Echo 
from BWV 831’ by J.S. Bach and also 
‘Sonata K 87’ by Scarlatti. Both 
arrangements by John Edwards. 

And then for something completely 
different - featuring Ann on bassoon and the 
rest of us strumming or making it up, we 
played ‘Song of the Seashore’ by Tamezo 
Narita, ‘Rudolph the Red Nose Reindeer’ 
and other Christmas Jollities.  

I hope that everyone had a really good time, 
it certainly made a pleasant break from all 
that Christmas shopping!  

����������������������������������������� ������ �� ���	�
�������
��
���
������	�
�������
��
���
������	�
�������
��
���
������	�
�������
��
���
������� ���



Newsletter Page 2 

��������������
The next meeting will take place on Sunday 15 January 2 p.m. until 5.30 p.m. in Rooms 1 and 2.  

We will be starting some exciting new music, ‘Symphony No. 3’  by William Boyce (1710-1779) This 
has been arranged for guitar ensemble by Andrew Forrest. This is an excellent piece of music and 
should work well on guitars. 

If you are not familiar Boyce’s music you can hear snippets on the Internet.  

Just go to www.amazon.com and then type in William Boyce,  then click on 8 Symphonies.   
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Tickets have been on sale since last month’s meeting. I have had enquiries and have sold a few already, and I am hoping 
that it will be a huge success.  There is no better way to cheer yourself up on a cold and wintry evening than listening to 
live guitar music. 

If the family suddenly decide that they would like to visit that weekend, do please put them off for a week or better still 
bring them along with you. 

 I still have a few posters and flyers left over, so please feel free to take some if you need any more. 

If you enjoy John Dowland, Joaquin Rodrigo, Fernando Sor, J.S. Bach, Franz Schubert and Agustin Barrios then you are 
in for a treat.  

Web site at www.marcosdiaz.com. 

Unfortunately we only have the hall until 10.30 p.m. This is because it is a Sunday. However assuming that the concert 
finishes by 9.30 pm. It will still give us an hour. If you would like to stay on, then would you please bring a plate of 
finger buffet food.  

www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 
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RESPONSES AND CONCLUSIONS  

The questionnaire was meant to be specifically about concerts 
rather than workshops, so I won’t respond to your comments 
on the workshops this time as I would like to do a separate 
questionnaire on workshops later on. 

We have 31 members on the books at the moment and only 
21 answered the questionnaire, so obviously we don’t have a 
total picture of what people want.  

It would appear that the majority of members want DGS to 
carry on organising professional concerts and most attend 
when they can.  However, it is still a fact that less than half of 
the members attend each concert. Perhaps it is the case that 
they are not very high up on people’s priority list. There was 
also an inconsistency of  wanting the dates very early, but 
then not entering them in  diaries until the month before.  It is 
quite rare that we slip one in without much notice and 
sometimes dates are given out up to a year in advance. It will 
obviously always be the case that some folk will have booked 
something in advance of the concert. 

It was very interesting that what some people rated as a poor 
concert others rated very highly.  This is not really surprising 
as we all have different tastes. We do try to invite guitarists of 
varying styles. It was good to know that they were all 
appreciated and enjoyed by a number of  people. 

It was asked if it possible we could have a better venue.  We 
have tried a number of different venues, mainly to try and 
interest more members of the public: St Aldheims Church was 
used a few times. This proved to be a bit big for our purposes. 
It didn’t attract a larger audience.  The staff were really nice 
and helpful though, and they liked their church to be used for 
entertainment and didn’t inflict the customary prayer upon 
the audience. 

St. Stephen’s Church in Bournemouth did just that, which did 
cause stress to a number of people. For this reason I think we 
should try to avoid churches if possible.   

We have also tried Bournemouth University. This proved to 
be a disaster financially. It was a lovely hall with tiered 
seating, but only 28 people came.  However, the under floor 

heating system was very noisy. We were not allowed to put up 
posters on the premises and they didn’t know who ran the 
guitar dept. 

We have also used St. Andrews Centre on a couple of 
occasions when Pelhams was unavailable, the last time also 
turned out to be a disaster area.  It was freezing cold for the 
first hour and our guitarist nearly walked out. They had also 
booked a DISCO in the room directly underneath us.  

Church House in Wimborne was another of our trials. Nice 
hall but again freezing cold. Heating noisy or not working or 
both—can’t remember. The staff (well one in particular) was 
extremely rude. 

I have also made several enquiries of other venues but 
unfortunately they are all very expensive. 

I would like to say a few words in favour of Kinson 
Community Centre. The staff have always been extremely 
helpful and generous to us. We have been told by members of 
the audience that there is always a friendly atmosphere at 
our concerts and we do have a small but enthusiastic 
following. We are also charged a very reasonable rate and 
the acoustics are good. 

However if anyone knows of a venue that we could try for a 
change of scenery then let a committee member know. 

It was mentioned that a variety of music was preferred and 
not just early. We have not had any early music concerts in 
the ten years that I have been a member, personally I would 
rather like one. 

It was pointed out that we may lose people on a fixed  income 
if we raised the price of our tickets. We have no plans for 
increasing our ticket prices, except for maybe quartets or 
trios. No decision on this has yet been reached. This is a 
tricky one as we certainly don’t want to lose people; on the 
other hand our prices are still comparatively very low. 

You were asked if there was anyone special that you wanted 
us to invite. 

We’ll do our best. You will notice that we have already 
invited the Aquarelle Guitar Quartet. I assume that John 
Williams was a joke! 
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Would the players who put their names down to play at the Southbourne Literary Society please confirm on Sunday that they 
can still do it. This year will be the Literary Society’s Diamond Jubilee (60 years) 

On previous occasions we have played our orchestral pieces but clearly we wont be able to do that this time and definitely not 
without a conductor. Therefore I am going to suggest that instead we play solos or duos or small groups, which we can organise 
and rehearse in our own time.  

The address is: Methodist Church Parlour, Southbourne Road, Nr Fisherman’s Walk. We play from 8.45 p.m. until 9.45 p.m. 

The meeting actually starts at 7.30 p.m. with a talk from David Hilliam on ‘Horace Walpole’. The players are welcome to come 
along and listen to the talk if they would like to. 

Horace Walpole is best known for ‘The Castle of Otranto’, the first true gothic novel, which virtually invented a new literary 
genre.  
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Sat. 21 January - Guitarnight 8 pm 
DORCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 
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 Tel: 01305 266926 

Sun 29 January ����   Recital  7.30 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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Tel: 01425 613739 
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Sat 25 February ����   Concert  7.30 pm.  
UNITED CHURCH 
SOUTH STREET, DORCHESTER 
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Vivaldi, Beethoven, Paganini, Piazzolla, 1920’s & 30’s 

Sat. 11 March - Guitarnight 8 pm 
DORCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 
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Milica Ilic is one of Australia's hottest music talents. At the 
age of 23, she has already toured Australia and Southeast Asia 
with such legendary artists as José Carreras.  

www.MilicaIlic.com 

Tel: 01305 266926 

We meet at: 
Kinson Community Centre, 

Pelhams Park, Millhams Road, Kinson  
BH10 7LH 
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Terry Robinson - Chairman                                    01305 834 774 
T&M@Robinson654.fsnet.co.uk�

Margaret Tredwell -      Secretary                           01425 613 739 
secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Bill Eggleston - Treasurer                                       01202 824 066 

Chris Gillson, Ann Plumb, Valerie Evans                               

Registered Charity No. 1101122 

Member of  The Federation of Guitar Societies www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk & CADArts www.cadarts.com 

15th January        2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 16th July                    5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

19th February      2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 20th August               5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

19th March          5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th September          5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

23rd April            5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 15th October              2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

21st May              5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th November          2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

18th June             5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th December           2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

Wed 29 March ����   Concert  7.30 pm.  
LIGHTHOUSE 
POOLE 
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R. Strauss ‘Till Eulenspeigel’, Arnold ‘Guitar Concerto’, 
Rodrigo ‘Concierto de Aranjuez’, Bizet ‘Carmen Suite’. 
Tel: 08700 668701 
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Thurs 27 April ����   Lunchtime Recital  1.05 pm.  
LIGHTHOUSE 
POOLE 
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An exciting, adventurous and entertaining programme ending 
with a set of variations on Yankee Doodle. 
Tel: 08700 668701  
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Fri 12 May ����   Concert  8 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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Tel: 01425 613739 

Tuesday 15 May ����   Concert 8 pm.  
TURNER SIMS CONCERT HALL  
SOUTHAMPTON 
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Juan Martin returns to perform his own compositions, 
supported by a new line up of musicians and flamenco 
dancers. 
Tel: 08700 668701  
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