
Quote of the month 
“Note this before my 
notes: There’s not a note 
of mine that’s worth the 
noting”. 
William Shakespeare 

‘Much Ado About Nothing’ 
Act  2, Scene  3. 
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It was a warm sultry evening, with the doors 
open and the fans stirring the air. The 
orchestra and the small and dedicated 
audience were ready. With a wave of his 
baton, Stephen started the concert. We were 
treated to the pleasure of a large number of 
guitars playing together, increasing the 
volume and the richness of the music. Of 
course there are disadvantages. Getting 
seventeen guitarists to play absolutely 
together is difficult, if not impossible. The 
more guitarists, the greater the possibility of 
an error at any point in the music. However 
none of this matters as the quality of the 
orchestra is such that the overall musical 
effect is wonderful. 

I had not heard the complete suite from 
‘Much Ado About Nothing’ before, and was 
warmed by the beauty of it, and excited by 
the structure brought out by the three parts. 
Again some of the pieces show how much 
more can be gained by the composition 
taking advantage of the possibilities 
provided by a guitar orchestra. 

I also enjoy hearing the guitar played with 
other compatible instruments, and we were 
treated to an excellent example of this when 
Julie sang her piece ‘Sigh No More’ that she 
will be performing on Brownsea. 

As well as the orchestra, we were treated to 
several solos and a duet. I have now heard 
Chris and John perform together on a 
couple of occasions and there seems to be 
something special about the way they work 
together, and the feeling of the music they 
produce. 

To finish the evening there was an after 
concert supper, with food and drink 
supplied by the society members.  As usual 
there were some excellent examples of 
home cooking.  

One special item was a birthday cake for 
Chris. An excellent end to an excellent day. 
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Congratulations 
To  
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on passing his grade 5  
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on passing his performers 

diploma with merit 

and 
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on winning the string 

section of the 
Bournemouth Music 

Festival 
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Rehearsals with the actors on Brownsea started last week. 
The boat that takes us to the island goes from Sandbanks at 
six o'clock and fortunately for us we meet outside a very 
good shop that sells coffee, sandwiches, chips, etc.  

The rehearsals are going reasonably well but we still have a 
few things to sort out. It is much more difficult this time with 
not having an extra person to cue us in. One of our problems 
seems to be that when we have worked out a number of bars 
for a scene the next time we perform it we find that the scene 
has altered in length. We will get there in the end no doubt. 

The play is a total sell out so unfortunately if you have not 
already bought your ticket you will now be disappointed. If 
you are coming to the play, do remember to bring mosquito 
spray, warm clothes, rain coats and sensible shoes. It does get 
colder towards the third week. 

The actors are working really hard and are doing a great job. I 

just can’t imagine how they manage to remember so many 
difficult lines.  

There are some very funny scenes in the play and I am sure 
that you will enjoy it. 

Work on the set is making steady progress. The second floor 
of Leonato’s house is finished and the roof has been started.  
This means there is now a lot of painting to do. 

You can see the size of our musicians bower (below). We can 
fit six people in quite comfortably and eight at a pinch. It 
does now have sides, a back door and a roof. Apparently the 
inside will be painted black. We are now just waiting for 
front doors, lighting and microphones. I am not totally 
convinced that the green plastic chairs look all that authentic, 
but then I suppose neither do the guitars!  

It was a bit dodgy playing on a raised platform with no sides, 
and Helen very nearly took a tumble backwards.  
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We worked really hard at the two June rehearsals and the 
concert pieces were really beginning to take shape - which 
was just as well taking into account that our concert was less 
than a week away! 

To give ourselves the maximum amount of orchestral time 
we set aside the informal concert for those taking exams to 
give them  performance experience. 

Stuart played two of his grade five pieces, ‘Tango esta 
noche’  by Vincent Lindsey Clarke and ‘Sarabande’ by J.S. 
Bach 

Andy, who is taking a performance diploma, played ‘Don 
Perez Freire’ by A. Barrios and Rondo by Joseph Lane.  
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The next meeting will take place on Sunday 16 July  from 5.30 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. Members not 
involved with Brownsea will be forming a smaller than usual ensemble as the Brownsea Musicians 
will be taking the opportunity to hide away in another room to practice their cues and even their 
music. So sight reading hats at the ready. Stephen will be flitting from one group to the other to sort 
out any problems. The usual after coffee concert will return, so get your pieces ready. 
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The fourth FGS annual conference took place on 14th June at 
Pembroke Lodge in Richmond Park. Pembroke Lodge is a 
truly idyllic venue, a magnificent Georgian Mansion with 
stunning views from the terrace across the Thames valley. 

The meeting was informal, relaxed and enjoyable. It is 
always good to catch up with what other societies are doing 
and also to meet up with old friends; it turned out to be a 
brilliant day. 

The main points were as follows: It was agreed to retain the 
£5 membership and members will be issued with a password 
to enable them to interact on the website. 

The subject of encouraging young people to take an interest 
in the guitar often comes up and this was no exception. Ideas 
were bounced back and forth but it was agreed that this 
should be done locally. Each society should do its best by 
offering young people opportunities to perform. One 
suggestion was to issue a few free tickets to schools for guitar 
concerts. 

The topic of an FGS workshop was discussed, which 
Windsor Guitar Society volunteered to host. It was agreed to 
aim for an afternoon and evening meeting next February. The 
idea would be for each society to play their own ensemble 
piece with feedback from a professional and also for 
everyone to join in a big ensemble. The music would be sent 
out beforehand. As soon as I get any information on this you 
shall have it. 

After the meeting Ray, Jacky, Peter and myself managed to 
squeeze in time for a bit of ensemble playing before tea on 
the terrace, which was followed by a short walk in the park. 

Next came a pre-concert tapas buffet, which Martin Shaw had 
been busy cooking for about three days. The excellent food 
and wine preceded an amazing concert by this year’s guest 
and FGS patron, Gary Ryan.   

Gary Ryan arrived in the afternoon. He ploughed straight into 
a formidable warm up technique which I felt most players  

would have needed to warm up for first. At this point I was 
truly relieved that he hadn’t walked in on our simple quartet 
session - or maybe he would have liked to have joined in, you 
never know�  

The concert was held in the Russell Room which held 70 
people and was packed to capacity.  We had put the chairs 
out earlier and had meant to take a few away as the middle 
aisle was a bit on the narrow side, but had somehow 
forgotten. This did not go unnoticed however, as Gary made 
the comment that he had never walked down such a narrow 
aisle before. Whoops! 

Gary Ryan’s programme was performed in chronological 
order starting with ‘Fantasia X’ by Mudarra, ‘Fantasia no 7’ 
by Dowland, ‘Grand Overture’ by Giuliani, ‘Sakura 
Variations’ by Yocoh, ‘Verano Portena’ by Piazzolla and 
last but not least his composition titled ‘Scenes from the 
Wild West’.  This suite is in six movements and explores a 
wide range of techniques.  1. Railroad - portrays the long 
journey of a steam train gaining momentum as it winds its 
way along a mountain track. 2. Across the Plain - depicts a 
family on a wagon journey across the warm, wide-open 
plains and prairies of America. 3. West Coast Breeze - 
combines a fast finger picking style and right hand stopping 
with African cross rhythms to depict the sunny ‘beach 
lifestyle’. 4. Rockweed is inspired by the intense heat of 
Monument Valley, Arizona and is a musical word play on the 
tumbleweeds that blow around the landscape. 5. Rondo 
Rodeo - with a lively finale inspired by Aaron Copland, 
suggests the celebration and energy of the rodeo. 6. Smoke 
Rising - was written for Trinity College as a study for Grade 
7. The music depicts a ritual Apache Indian dance around a 
campfire. 

 A question that Andy was asked during his recent exam was 
‘what constitutes a balanced programme’. I think that this 
concert was  a perfect example of a balanced programme, 
with such a variety of difference styles from different eras. 

The evening came to a close with people wanting more, so I 
think that says it 
all! 

Scenes from the 
Wild West is on  
Gary’s CD titled 
‘Worlds Apart’, 
which I strongly 
recommend. My 
signed copy of 
the music is still 
sitting in the 
same p lace 
where I put it 
when I got back. 
When ‘Much 
Ado’ is over I 
have promised 
myself that I 
will have a look 
at it. (even play 
some of it!). 
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from bottom middle working clock wise:  
Peter Towersey (Windsor), Chris Goodwin (Lute Society), 

Jacky Warwick (Enfield), Russell Morris (Richmond),  
Ray Butcher (Enfield), Margaret Tredwell (Dorset). 
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Sat 18 November ����   Recital  7.30 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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Tel: 01425 613739 

SUMMER SCHOOLS AND FESTIVALS 
4-9 July -  Ireland 
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Tel: 087 234 6256 email: gfi@iol.ie 

14-16 July -  Winchester 
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Tel: 01962 860192 www.winchesterguitarfestival.co.uk 
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We meet at: Kinson Community Centre, Pelhams Park, Millhams Road, Kinson, BH10 7LH   
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Terry Robinson - Chairman                                    01305 834 774                         terrydgs@fsmail.net 
Stephen Kenyon - Musical Director                     01305 257 099                     stephen@jacaranda-music.com�
Margaret Tredwell - Secretary                                01425 613 739                         secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 
Bill Eggleston - Treasurer                                       01202 824 066 
Chris Gillson and Valerie Evans                             

Registered Charity No. 1101122 

Member of  The Federation of Guitar Societies www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk & CADArts www.cadarts.com 

20th August                                   5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 15th October                                  2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

17th September                             5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th November                              2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

 17th December                              2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

30th July-5th August -  Dillington 
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Tel: 01460 52433 email: dillington@somerset.gov.uk 
www.dillington.com 

28 July-11 August -  Bath 
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Tel: 01225 875522 email: e.ginn@bathspa.ac.uk 
www.igf.org.uk 

CONCERTS AT WEST DEAN  
SUSSEX GUITAR AUDITORIUM  
Saturday 12 Aug - 8 pm. 
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Sunday 13 Aug-Open Day - 1-6 pm. 
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Sunday 13 Aug - 8 pm. 
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Monday 14 Aug - 8 pm. 
Karin Schaupp 

Tuesday 15 Aug - 8 pm. 
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Tel: 01243 811301 email: short.courses@westdean.org.uk 
www.westdean.org.uk 


