
Quote of the month 
“Let us not forget that the 
greatest composers were 
also the greatest thieves. 
They stole from everyone 
and everywhere.” 
Pablo Casals (1876-1973) 
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�  fter their long drive down from 
Manchester,  Mike, Vasilis, James 

and Richard who make up the AGQ,  
wasted no time in settling  down to their 
afternoon practice session. Wanting to make 
the most of the sunshine they decided that 
they would like to play on the patio. With 
four different types of warm-ups going on at 
the same time I did hope that the neighbours 
didn’t think that this was some kind of 
quirky modern piece that they were playing! 

Judging by the amount of laughter and good 
humour it was obvious that the four have a 
great deal of fun practicing together and are 
enjoying their chosen career.   

Time flies (as they say) and we just 
managed to  fit in a quick meal before they 
had to set off on the road again, this time to 
Kinson for the concert.   

The AGQ are a young and vibrant quartet 
who are not afraid to experiment with 
different genres and explore new avenues 
available to them. This was evident in their 
exciting and demanding programme.  

A good starter with the Overture to 
Rossini’s Opera ‘L’Italiana in Algeri’ .  The 
AGQ arrange much of the music 
themselves, and this was one of Richard 

Safhill’s arrangements. The next piece was 
also arranged by Richard ‘Bachianas 
Brasileiras no. 5’ by Villa-Lobos, 
originally written for soprano and eight 
cellos. Continuing with Villa-Lobos, 
‘Brincadeira’, was arranged this time by 
James Jervis. These excellent arrangements 
were beautifully played and a treat to listen 
to. 

A complete change of mood followed with 
a contemporary piece called ‘Guitharsis’ by 

David Fennessy. A  bit more difficult to 
listen to but interesting none the less. 
‘Guitharsis’ was the winning entry in the 
Dundee Guitar Festival competition in 2002 
and played by DGF Young Guitarists.  This 
is in three movements. (i) Bread and Butter, 
was based on echoes of one of Bartok’s 
string quartets, (ii) Romanza, a menacing 
form superimposed on the famous tune of 
the same name, and finally Repetitive 
Strain, the bass continuously repeats  the 
same few notes - which is of course how 
one gets RSI, so don’t do it! 

I really liked the way that they took it in 
turn to introduce their pieces and explain a 
little bit about them.   

Continued on page 2 
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www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 

Subscriptions 
The Subscriptions are now 
due, please pay by cheque 
on Sunday. 

Thank you 
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The next meeting will take place on Sunday 21 May 5.30 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. in Rooms 1 and 2. 

You will have received an email from Stephen with advanced notification of what pieces we are going 
to concentrate on. They are as follows: 

i. Boyce, especially the first movement 

ii. Much Ado suite, especially the Salterello Finale! 

Please let Ann know at the meeting if you are unable to play in the Summer Concert on 1st July. 

The programme included other contemporary pieces, one 
titled ‘Opals’ by Australian composer Phillip Houghton  
depicts the colours found in the different types of opal stone.  
This piece is in three movements. (i) Black Opal, which 
represents the earth colours such as  sienna, (ii) Water Opal, 
the colours of turquoise and milky honey and (iii) White 
Opal, a kaleidoscope of colours.  This piece reminded me of 
the time that Brad Richter played his ‘A Whisper in the 
Desert’ accompanied by the slide show of dessert cacti. I 
thought that similarly, Opals would lend itself to this type of 
visual effect.  

‘The Swan’ by Catriona McKay was inspired by an invitation 
on to a renovated fishing boat which took part in the Cutty 
Sark tall ships race. This one was arranged by Michael Baker. 

‘Quiccan’ by Andrew York, Michael told the audience that 
the group didn’t actually know what the word meant but 
jokingly said it might be because the music is quick. Vasilis 
remembered later that it was an ancient incantation that 
mustn't be spoken too many times. I’m not sure what happens 
to you it you do! 

The AGQ also played a piece by Sergio Assad (of the famous 
Assad brothers duo) called ‘Uarekena’ and to keep it in the 
family ‘Bluezilian’ by the daughter of Sergio, Clarice Assad.   

A piece I thought worked particularly well was ‘Merry 
Christmas Mr Lawrence’ by Japanese composer Ryuichi 
Sakamoto. You may remember the film starring David Bowie 
and Tom Conti. This piece was arranged from the film music 
by Michael Baker. It starts off with a simple melodic tune 
and then the same tune jazzed up a bit in the middle and 
finally ends with a flamenco flourish. 

Finally an excellent one to end on, with a Latin American 
flavour,  ‘Tarantella’ by Inti-Illimani. This again was 
arranged by Michael. We were told to listen out for the pan 
pipes, and I did wonder where they had hidden them. 
However, it wasn’t difficult to spot. James did some sort of 
clever technique where he was striking the strings from 
underneath producing a really effective pan pipe sound. 

We were treated to an excellent evening of entertainment and 
musicality and it is easy to understand why the Aquarelle 
have become a popular guitar quartet. 

James and Michael both play guitars by Paul Sheridan. The 
interesting thing about these guitars is that the back and sides 
are very solid and the front of the guitar from the sound hole 
downwards is very thin and has lattice bracing. The idea 
behind this is to give it a louder and better quality of tone. 

��������������
������

���������	
������
��������

Two extra rehearsals have been 
arranged for  

Sunday 28th May and  
Sunday 25th June at  

5.30 p.m. until 9.30 p.m. 
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Saturday 20th January 2007 at 7.30 p.m. 
You asked for something different, and here it is. Please make a 
note of this date and keep it free. 

DGS has arranged a concert with duo  Michael Copley and Peter 
Martin. 

Michael Copley plays recorder, flute, bass flute, ocarina, panpipes, 
digital horn, quena and various rare and obscure woodwind 
instruments.  Peter Martin plays guitar, lute, baroque guitar, 
theorbo and charango. Peter was one of the founder members of 
the English Guitar Quartet. 

You can listen to Sambuca’s playing on www.silvius.co.uk 
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Informal rehearsals have begun for the Brownsea Musicians. 
The first took place at Julie’s house on 21st April. The music 
is going well and I am confident that we shall be well 
rehearsed by the time we get together with the actors. 

The sewing volunteers (Heather, Ann, Julie and Margaret) 
got together at Pauline’s house in Lytchett Matravers on 24th 
April for an afternoon of sewing in sleeves, necks and hems. 
We worked for 4 hours (which is a total of 16 sewing hours). 
We had great fun working on the whizzy sewing machines 
and Pauline was very impressed with out efforts.  

Nick has been enjoying himself helping with the set building, 
which started on Sunday 7th May. After two Sundays’ work 
the first floor is now up. The musicians box will eventually 
be to the right of the building. 
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The April meeting started with the AGM.  

A short Summary 
In the Chairman’s report Terry listed the highlights of  the 
year and said that he is always amazed at how many activities 
the society has undertaken. He also thanked everyone for the 
work that goes on behind the scenes. 

The Treasurers report stated that although the Tea and Talent 
Concert made a profit, all the others events ran at a loss. The 
overall loss for the year came to  £203.  

The subscriptions will be going up to £37, students £17.50. 

Bill thanked Bernadette for auditing the accounts ready for 
the meeting today and to Margaret for the financial benefits 
to the society from the work that she does.  

The committee was re-elected. Terry Robinson as Chairman, 
Bill Eggleston as Treasurer, Margaret Tredwell as Secretary 
and Chris Gillson and Valerie Evans without specific roles. 
Ann has decided to stand down this year although she will 
continue to work behind the scenes. Terry thanked Ann for 
all her marvellous work.  

A more formal role has been created for the Musical Director 
and Stephen was invited  onto the committee. Stephen stated 
that the role of Musical Director has grown over the years 
into something more involved but without any kind of 
organisation or planning. It was therefore agreed to formalise 
this post so that the committee knows exactly what  is 
supposed to be asked of the MD and that the membership is 
more involved with how things work. 

Bill outlined his proposal to take the guitar society out into 
the community with the objective of raising funds. The idea 

is to select venues that are interested in an evening with the 
Dorset Guitar Society and that are well supported in their 
local community. He will be doing a feasibility study of this 
project. 

His second suggestion is to join up with a choir for 
performances.  

Bill gave out stars to members to vote on whether they liked 
the idea in principle regardless of whether they might be 
interested in participating  or not. 

The majority of members were in favour of the idea in 
principle. 

 

Onto our playing - we had another practice on the songs.  

These are now beginning to take shape. One of the Greig 
pieces sounded a bit strange in places and we may need to 
change one or two notes which the arranger has slipped in 
which are not in the original. 

After coffee: 

Sarah played ‘Pavana muy llana para ta� er’ by Diego 
Pisador 

Anne, Maurice, John, Margaret and Chris played ‘Caracas’ 
by Peter van der Staak and ‘Alturas’ Chilean traditional. 

John played ‘Valse’, from Suite Populaire by Villa-Lobos 

William played ‘Sunburst’ by Andrew York 

Stuart played ‘Chant’ and ‘Walking’ by Andrew York 

Andy played ‘Sehnsucht’ by Mertz and ‘Mrs White’s 
Nothing’ by Dowland 
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Tuesday 15 May ����   Concert 8 pm.  
TURNER SIMS CONCERT HALL  
SOUTHAMPTON 
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Juan Martin returns to perform his own compositions, 
supported by a new line up of musicians and flamenco 
dancers. 
Tel: 08700 668701  
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Sat 3 June ����   Coffee Concert  11 am.  
SALISBURY ARTS CENTRE 
���	������	��������	������	��������	������	��������	������	����� 				
Tel: 01722 320333 
����
www.salisburyfestival.co.uk 

Sat 1 July ����   Concert  7.30 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
������	������	�����������	������	�����������	������	�����������	������	���������	 ����	����	����		 			
��������	��	 ��!���	��������������	��	 ��!���	��������������	��	 ��!���	��������������	��	 ��!���	������	 			
Tel: 01425 613739 

Sat 18 November ����   Recital  7.30 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
��������	��"�#�������������	��"�#�������������	��"�#�������������	��"�#����� 				
Tel: 01425 613739 
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We meet at: Kinson Community Centre, Pelhams Park, Millhams Road, Kinson, BH10 7LH   
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�����������!������ ��������
Terry Robinson - Chairman                                    01305 834 774                         terrydgs@fsmail.net 
Stephen Kenyon - Musical Director                     01305 257 099                     stephen@jacaranda-music.com�
Margaret Tredwell - Secretary                                01425 613 739                         secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 
Bill Eggleston - Treasurer                                       01202 824 066 
Chris Gillson and Valerie Evans                             

Registered Charity No. 1101122 

Member of  The Federation of Guitar Societies www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk & CADArts www.cadarts.com 

25th May (extra rehearsal)            5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th September                              5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 

18th June                                       5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 15th October                                  2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

25th June (extra rehearsal)             5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 19th November                              2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

16th July                                        5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m. 17th December                              2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

20th August                                   5.30 p.m. - 9.30 p.m.  

SUMMER SCHOOLS AND FESTIVALS 

4-9 July -  Ireland 
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Tel: 087 234 6256 email: gfi@iol.ie 

14-16 July -  Winchester 
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Tel: 01962 860192 www.winchesterguitarfestival.co.uk 

30th July-5th August -  Dillington 
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Concerts: Viva Espana, Arctic Trio, Groningen Duo, de 
Casas Trio, Aquarelle Quartet 

28 July-11 August -  Bath 
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Tel: 01225 875522 email: e.ginn@bathspa.ac.uk 
www.igf.org.uk 

12-20 August - West Dean 
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Tel: 01243 811301 email: short.courses@westdean.org.uk 
www.westdean.org.uk 


