
Quote of the month 
“The good composer is 
slowly discovered; the bad 
composer is slowly found 
out.”.   

Ernest Newman (1868-1959) 

 Attributed 
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I have been trying to get to the Greenwich 
International Festival of Early Music for 
three years but it has always clashed with 
something else, so this year I was 
determined to go no matter what!  So armed 
with my maps, coupons, catalogues, train 
ticket and credit card I set off to 
Brockenhurst train station, where I joined 
Julie, Ann and Katie, who were already on 
the train bursting with excitement in 
anticipation  of the day ahead. 

I must admit that one of the highlights of 
the day was the ‘hop-on hop-off’ river 
cruise from Waterloo pier to Greenwich 
pier. Sailing along the River Thames is an 
absolutely brilliant way of seeing the sites 
of London.  We couldn't have hoped for 
better weather on this beautiful November 
morning as we sailed past  the Houses of 
Parliament, Big Ben, the London Eye, Tate 
Modern, St. Paul’s Cathedral,  the Tower of 
London, Tower Bridge,  and Canary Wharf, 
before  reaching Greenwich Pier and the 
National Maritime Museum. 

The festival, which spans over three days, is 
in its fifth year. It houses over 100 
exhibitors of early musical instruments, 
early instrument kits, recorders, sheet music 
and CDs all for sale. Concerts included 
Emma Murphy, Alison Crum, Philip 
Thorby, Melopoetica, a David Munrow 
Celebration with John Turner and James 
Bowman and an Edgar Hunt Memorial 
Concert directed by Philip Thorby. 

On arrival we walked past Trinity College 
and there seemed to be music wafting from 
every window, from solo flute to jazz 
bands.  

Katie sampled the Harpsichord and 
Clavichord Masterclass while the rest of us 

sampled the coffee in the café, before 
moving on to the exhibition halls.  

The exhibition was held in the Painted Hall 
and the Queen Mary Ante Room, which 
were packed with the most amazing 
instruments of all shapes and sizes. 
Recorders, flutes, crumhorns, shawms, 
racketts, lutes, viols, sackbutts, you name 
it - it was there.  

Being at the festival for just one day, we 
were only able to attend a small proportion 
of concerts; only one in fact. ‘Polyhymnia’ - 
Motets by Michael Praetorius for Voices 
and Instruments, performed by students of 
The Trinity College of Music. Extremely 
talented singers, whose beautiful voices, 
soared and  glided  right to the back of the 
Old Royal Naval College Chapel. The 
singers were accompanied by equally 
talented instrumentalists. 

The Painted Hall looked amazing in the 
afternoon when it was beginning to get 
dark, it seemed like hundreds of candle 
shaped lamps suddenly lit up. 

Likewise from the boat going home the 
buildings were all lit up and the trees were 
decorated with blue lights. Canary Wharf 
looked stunning. 

I did resist the temptation to purchase any 
guitary type things but instead bought  a 
recorder made of beautiful olive wood. 
Hopefully this will improve my playing - 
hmm. Having got it home and oiled it inside 
and out and applied grease to the cork on 
the head and foot joint, I read that I am only 
allowed to play it for 5 minutes a day for the 
first week and 10 the second and so on until 
the sixth week. just as well as that’s all I’ve 
got time for anyway.  

www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 
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The next meeting will take place on Sunday 19 November from 2 p.m. until 5.30 p.m.  

We will be concentrating on the Mozart and Rodrigo pieces.  

Strangely enough the requinto pieces sounded much better 
with a requinto, even though we only had one for the Mozart. 
Well done to Richard for sight reading through some very 
difficult music. It will be even better next time when we have 
two requintos! 

A bumper lot of people wanted to play this month:  

Will played ‘no. 4. Gavotta-Chôro’ from Suite Populaire 
Brésilienne by Heitor Villa-Lobos, and ‘Variations of a 
theme by Mozart’  by Fernando Sor and one of his own 
compositions called ‘Rain or Shine’. I hope we are going to 
hear a lot more of Will’s compositions, I particularly like this 
one.  It can rain any day of the week if it sounds like that! 

Margaret played  ‘Madroños’ by  Federico Moreno Torroba 

Andy played ‘The Islands by Stephen and ‘Epitafios no 3  
by Mikis Theodorakis 

Bill R. played ‘Capricho Arabe’ by Francisco Tárrega 

Strings Attached played three Traditional Latin American 
pieces arranged by Bill Rhys 

Maurice played ‘Capricho Catalan’ by Isaac Albéniz I have 
only ever heard this as a trios so was particularly interested 
to hear this. 

John played a ‘well known piece!’ by a ‘well known 
composer’. It was in fact the piece we are playing in the 
orchestra ‘Zarabanda Lejana’ by Joaquin Rodrigo. So now 
you know what you are aiming for! 

 Stephen played ‘Scottish Suite’ by himself. 
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I am confident that this event will be as successful as the last 
one.  We are not able to have the main hall so I have booked 
rooms 1,2 and 3, which are the ones we had for last years 
December meeting.  

If you haven’t already put you name down to play, 
please do so on Sunday.  If you are not playing I do 
hope that you will still be coming along. As members 
of the public have been invited I will need to have 
names because of limited space. 

Please remember that we need cakes - yum yum!  

Joy has volunteered to run the raffle, Nick and I have 
volunteered to serve the cakes, so we just need two more 

volunteers to make the tea please.  

If you have any raffle prizes please bring them along 
with you or else you can give them to me on Sunday. 
I have already had one prize donated. 

 

���	
	������	$		



www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 
Newsletter Page 3 

���������	��
����
Simon Ambridge 8 string (1994) super instrument in excellent condition.  

Very good for baroque music, especially Bach. 
£4500 ono.  

Contact John Edwards Tel. 01202 293917 
 

�  pologies to everyone that turned up late for the Eden Stell concert on Saturday 28th in Dorchester.  
The newsletter error of 8 p.m. instead of 7.30 p.m. was entirely my fault. I owe you one. Invitations to Dinner 

while listening to Bach will be on their way. 

A responsible person is needed to look after the tea things 
and organise the tea at meetings. This doesn’t mean that you 
have to make the tea every month. There is no reason why we 
shouldn’t have a rota but it will be up to you to organise it. 
You will also need to bring some milk and biscuits each 
month and look after the tea money. 

We need someone that comes regularly. 

At the moment I have the tea things at home but I seriously 
cannot take on this job until I give up some of my other jobs. 

If nobody comes forward on Sunday then I shall hand it over 
to whoever comes fist in the alphabet and we can takes it in 
turns.  I can’t be fairer than that. 
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The 'Strings Attached' (Valerie Evans, Bill Eggleston, and 
Bill Rhys) concert at St James's Church Hall, Old Town, 
Poole on Saturday, 28th October was a musical success, even 
though our audience was on the small side compared with our 
expectations and marketing efforts. 

We played a wide selection of music, from Bach and Vivaldi 
through to Granados and Albeniz, by way of bossa and tango. 
The audience of some 30 said they thoroughly enjoyed 
themselves and showed their appreciation by enthusiastically 

asking for an encore, and wanting to know when we were 
next performing. 

We had hoped to give some of our profits to the DGS, but 
unfortunately the takings did not cover our costs, so better 
luck next time! 

Please come and support us the next time we play at a public 
event- we will let you know the details. 

������������������������������������� ���

�������	(����
� 	

After a four year break I am doing some solo guitar recitals this November and December. They are going to be private 
invitation recitals in the sense that I will not be advertising them to the public, and all proceeds will be going to charity.  You are 
of course invited, and also anybody that you know who you think would like to come along is invited too!  All three recitals will 
be free entry, with a retiring collection.  The details are as follows: 

SUNDAY  26 NOVEMBER 3.00 PM PELHAMS COMMUNITY  CENTRE, BOURNEMOUTH.   
This concert will be for the Royal National Lifeboat Institution (I'll be briefly explaining why during the concert - but it involves 
water and things breaking!) 

SATURDAY  2 DECEMBER 7.30 PM UNITED CHURCH, SOUTH STREET, DORCHESTER. 
This one will be for the Joseph Weld and Trimar Hospice fund. 

SATURDAY  9TH DECEMBER 7.30 PM VILLAGE  HALL , FIFEHEAD MAGDALEN, NR GILLINGHAM .  
Joseph Weld and Trimar. 

Refreshments will be available at each of these, so it would be very helpful if you could let me know if you will attend any of 
these dates, so that the catering can be planned accordingly. 

TUESDAY 21ST NOVEMBER 1.10 - 2.00 PM  LUNCHTIME RECITAL ST JAMES CHURCH, POOLE (NEAR THE QUAY).  
£2 entry which goes towards church upkeep.   

The programme will include the Sonatina by Federico Moreno Torroba, Sor Mozart Variations and my Scottish Suite. 
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Sat 18 November 2006 ����   Recital  7.30 pm.  
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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Tel: 01425 613739 
£8 (Children £5) 

Sat 25 November 2006 ����   Guitarnight 8 pm. 
(doors /bar open 7.30 p.m.) 
DORCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 
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Tel: 01305 266926  www.stuartyan.co.uk 
£9.50 (under 18’s £4.75) in advance or £10.50/£5.25 door 

Named 'Acoustic Guitarist of the Year 2002' by Guitarist 
Magazine, Stuart Ryan has since built a reputation as one of 
the UK's finest guitarists. Stuart has shared the stage with 
guitarists Martin Taylor and Clive Carroll, whilst his solo 
appearances have been described as "mesmerising work on 
the fretboard" He regularly appears at clubs, festivals and arts 
centres across the UK. 

Fri 23 February 2007 - Avon Valley Concerts 
7.45 p.m. 
METHODIST CHURCH 
CHRISTCHURCH RD, RINGWOOD, 
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Tickets available from Greyfriars Community Centre, 
Ringwood Grants Estate Agents, The Furlong, Ringwood 
Fordingbridge Bookshop. Postal applications  (with 
remittance and S.A.E) to Alastair Hardie, 5 Rosemary 
Court, 466 Ringwood Rd, Ferndown, Dorset BH22 9AY. 
Tel: 01202 855719 
www.avonvalleyconcerts.com 
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We meet at: Kinson Community Centre, Pelhams Park, Millhams Road, Kinson, BH10 7LH   

)��������	�������						 								
Terry Robinson - Chairman                                    01305 834 774                         terrydgs@fsmail.net 
Stephen Kenyon - Musical Director                     01305 257 099                     stephen@jacaranda-music.com�
Margaret Tredwell - Secretary                                01425 613 739                         secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk 
Bill Eggleston - Treasurer                                       01202 824 066 
Chris Gillson and Valerie Evans                             

Registered Charity No. 1101122 

Member of  The Federation of Guitar Societies www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk & CADArts www.cadarts.com 
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19th November                                       2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 17th December (Tea & Talent)                2.00 p.m. - 5.30 p.m. 

Sat 20 January 2007 - Concert 7.30 pm. 
DORSET GUITAR SOCIETY 
KINSON COMMUNITY  CENTRE 
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Tel: 01425 613739 

Sat 27 January 2007 - Guitarnight 8 pm  
(doors/bar open 7.30 p.m.) 
DORCHESTER ARTS CENTRE 
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Tel: 01305 266926  www.giltrap.co.uk 

After forty years Gordon Giltrap's music continues to evade 
categorisation, influenced as it is by such diverse artists as  
Hank Marvin, Bert Jansch, Julian Bream and John Williams. 
He has released 25 original studio albums, plus numerous live 
albums and compilations. He performs dozens of concerts a 
year across the UK, earning respect from fans and fellow 
musicians alike. Come and discover why!    

 

WEEKEND COURSE 

Fri 13 - Sun 15 April 2007 
URCHFONT MANOR 
URCHFONT, DEVIZES, WILTSHIRE 
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A weekend course designed for classical guitarists of all 
standards except absolute beginners. 
Tel: 01380 840495 email: urchfontmanor@wiltshie.gov.uk 
www.urchfontmanor.co.uk 
 


