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Newsletter June 2007

Eden - Stell Concert
May 26 

From the moment Mark Eden and
Chris Stell took the stage they
established an easy going and
relaxed affinity with the audience.
They opened up the concert 
with a Bach concerto in D
minor .  It was immediately
apparent that we were in the
presence of a world-class duo, as
their consistency of tone and
phrasing 
throughout the interweaving
counterpoint gave the impressionof
the performance coming from a
single entity, instead of two
separate people that we saw on
stage.

The first half continued with a
Fantasy on an Old English
Melody  by Timothy Bowers
(one of their former lecturers), and
Estampas by Federico Moreno
Torroba. The first half concluded
with a rousing version of La Vida
Breve by de Falla, taken at high
speed and conveying a boisterous
sense of excitement. 

The oddest piece on the
proggrame made its appearance
after the interval:  Per Suonare a
Due (For Two to Play)  by Leo
Brouwer.  As Chris informed us in
the introduction, this was one of
Brouwer‘s experimental pieces in
the form of a musical joke and a

piece to see in performance rather
than listen to -  because a piece of
melody it wasn‘t.  They proceeded
to opposite sides of the stage and
commenced the first movement,
which was a dialogue between the
two guitars consisting of bursts of
alternating bursts of sounds
interspersed with gaps.  The fourth
movement consisted of each guitar
taking it in turns to play the
closest thing to a melody in this
piece, whilst the other guitar 
would try and disrupt the play
melody player with increasingly
loud and dissonant Bartok
pizzicatos.  There was more to this
than simply atonal music, as the
facial expressions and gestures
from the interrupting guitarist 
was essential to the experience -
at one point the interrupting

guitarist had to tear up the score,
screw it into a ball and throw it at
his duet partner.
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In this edition:

Review of Eden-
Stell Concert P.1 & 2
AGM notes P.3
Meeting dates P.4
Diary of events P.4



www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk

2

Eden - Stell Concert  - cont.

For the final movement, the duo
had to augment the music with a
variety of vocal noises, such as
shouts, tuts and clicks.  All in all
this was a very piec e, but it
was performed with sufficient brio
to elicit no small measure of
audience laughter along the way,
which as had been stated in the
introduction, was the intention of
the piece.

Also in this half, they played
Jongo by Paulo Bellinati  and
two pieces by Heitor Villa-
Lobos.  The concert concluded
with a Gary Ryan piece called
Generator, which was inspired by
the amount of mechanisation in
today‘s society. 
 
It started with some rhythmical
muted string effects, building up
into a suitably loud crescendo
before, like so much present-day

machinery, breaking down and
petering out.  For an encore they
played a short piece using four 
hands on one guitar.

The pair have a world-established
reputation, and on the basis of
tonight‘s performance it was easy
to see why:  every piece was
superbly played and throughout
they were totally synchronised in
terms of tone and dynamic range 
- and all of this played from
memory too!

Andy Khan

Eden Stell Duo - Biography (from their website at www.edenstell.com)

It is impossible to watch the Eden Stell Guitar Duo without being bowled over, not only by their natural
abundance of virtuosic brilliance, but also by their gift for communication with their audience. This passion
for the guitar and their evident delight in performing brings the music vividly to life whether it be a baroque
harpsichord transcription or a new commission. 

After graduating from the Royal Academy as recipients of the Principal‘s Prize for Achievement and the
Julian Bream Prize they continued their studies in Brussels with the Brazilian Guitar Duo, Sérgio and Odair
Assad, with the aid of the Worshipful Company of Musicians. As winners of the Park Lane Group‘s Young
Artists‘ Concert Series and the South East Musicians‘ Platform they have given recitals at the Purcell Room
and the Wigmore Hall, and have subsequently been invited to perform there by music organisations such as
•Live Music Now!‘, the Kirckman Concert Society, and Classical Guitar Magazine. 

Other engagements include festivals and recitals in Germany, Austria, France, Holland, Belgium, Spain, Italy,
Romania, Canada, Mexico, Australia, the US and South America. They have had numerous radio and TV
appearances at home and abroad such as ITV, BBC, European networks, and ABC. In 2002 they toured
Germany with the Prague Chamber Orchestra performing in some of Europe‘s largest concert halls. The duo
have had works dedicated to them by Stephen Dodgson, Adam Gorb, Dusan Bogdanovic and Gerald Garcia,
and have performed double concerti by Rodrigo, Castelnuovo-Tedesco, Vivaldi, Santorsola and Dodgson. 

In March 2000, Mark and Chris were elected Associates of the Royal Academy of Music in recognition of their
performing achievements. Mark teaches at the Birmingham Conservatoire and the Junior Department of the
Guildhall School of Music and Drama and Chris teaches at the Welsh College of Music and Drama and the
Royal College of Music, London. The duo play Christopher Dean guitars and use D‘Addario strings.
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AGM 20th May 2007
Present - Fourteen members
Apologies - Sarah Fry, Valerie
Evans, Chris Gillson and William
McNicol.
Last Years Minutes
Last years minutes were accepted.

Chairman‘s Report
Yet another successful year for the
Society thanks to the enthusiasm
and effort put in by members.

The highlights:

*  Aquarelle (guitar quartet) 12th
    May
*  Members played for BOAT
    production Much Ado About
    Nothing this summer on
    Brownsea Island
*  Summer Concert by Dorset
    Guitar Society Orchestra 1st
    July
*  Dimitrios Dekavallas: winner of
    Ivor Mairants competition 18th
    November
*  Tea and Talent (informal
    members concert) 17th
    December
*  Sambuca (Wind & strings duo)
    20th January

Thanks to ”Strings Attached•
(Valerie Evans, Bill Eggleston & Bill
Rhys) playing out and about
raising funds where possible, and
to Margaret, Ann & Maurice who
played recently for the Hale
Garden Tennis Club (at New
Milton, St Mary Magdalenes).

Special thanks, as ever, go to
Margaret for her secretarial duties,
newsletters, organising &
publicising concerts and
attendance at annual meeting of
the Federation of Guitar Societies,
- and of course to Nick for the
excellent website. 

This year, Margaret has decided to
stand down from her newsletter

writing duties - however Nick has
kindly agreed to continue
maintaining the website. Thanks
to you both.

Thanks also to Stephen for his
excellent musical directorship &
patience and for taking on
creating the orchestra parts and
the logistics of getting parts to
members and to Richard for
looking after the music library, a
job he has now relinquished as the
library has found a new home in
cupboard at Kinson.

And finally thanks to everybody
else who has contributed to the
Society during the year.

Terry Robinson 

Treasurer‘s Report
Bill thanked Richard for auditing
the accounts. We have a very
healthy balance, which is
surprising as the concerts barely
covered themselves. The summer
concert also lost money. However,
the Dimitrious Dekavallas Concert
and the Tea and Talent did make
a profit. Bill explained that as he
didn‘t claim for gift aid in his first
year as treasurer, he was able to
claim for two years gift aid this
year. The members voted un-
animously to accept the accounts

Subscriptions
Bill recommended no increase to
subscriptions and they will remain
at £37 and students £18.50 

Elections to Committee
The committee was re-elected.
Terry Robinson as Chairman, Bill
Eggleston as Treasurer, Margaret
Tredwell as Secretary and Chris
Gillson and Valerie Evans without
a specific role. Margaret will be
taking a reduced role and Stuart
Nundy will be taking over the
newsletter (lucky me ...)

Proposal for Concerts in the
Community
Bill gave an update of his
feasibility study. At last year‘s
AGM members voted that they
liked the idea in principle. Bill has
looked into town and village halls
that have supported programmes
of entertainment. He has made
contact with five, all of which
liked the idea.  Ideally we would
choose one or two and put
together under Stephen‘s direction
a programme, which would appeal
to audiences based on our summer
concerts and contributions of
individual members. Bill said he
was going to produce a •project
definition‘ and then come back to
the committee with it.

Margaret Tredwell

May Meeting
The May meeting found Stephen focusing our attentions on a relatively
new piece, 'The Edinburgh Quartet'  by Chris Kilvington . In fact, so
engrossed did we become that we spent the entire ensemble period
working on it (or maybe Stephen felt we could do with the practice).
However, by the end it was sounding pretty good (at least from within
the orchestra).
Performances this month were from:
Stuart - St James Infirmary Blues (Trad.)
Maurice, Ann and Margaret - Tango and Mallorac (Albeniz); Clog Dance
(Herold)
Margaret - Canzonetta - (Kenyon)
Terry - Hornpipe (Purcell)
Andy - Menuett Op.11, No 4 (Sor); Asturias - (Albeniz)
Stephen - Nocturne XV (Field)



www.dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk

4

 We meet at: Kinson Community Centre, Pelhams Park, Millhams Road, Kinson, BH10 7LH
Registered Charity No. 1101122

Committee Members                
Terry Robinson - Chairman                01305 834 774           terrydgs@fsmail.net 
Stephen Kenyon - Musical Director     01305 257 099           sbk@jacaranda-music.com  
Margaret Tredwell - Secretary            01425 613 739           secretary@dorsetguitarsociety.org.uk
Bill Eggleston - Treasurer                   01202 824 066 
Chris Gillson and Valerie Evans     

Member of The Federation of Guitar Societies www.federationofguitarsocieties.org.uk & CADArts
www.cadarts.com

Future Meetings

17 June           5.45 pm - 9.30 pm 21 October         2.00pm - 5.30 pm

15 July            5.45 pm - 9.30 pm 18 November      2.00pm - 5.30 pm

19 August        5.45 pm - 9.30 pm 16 December      2.00 pm - 5.30 pm

16 September   5.45 pm - 9.30 pm 20 January (08)  2.00 pm - 5.30 pm

Diary of events
Sun. June 10 - 7.30 pm (and usually every second
                                Sunday of the month)
CODA Acoustic Night, CODA Music Trust
An opportunity to build experience in public playing
in an informal, friendly setting.
01305 257099

Sat. 30 June - Concert 7.30 pm
West Sussex Guitar Society
Regis Recital Hall, Bognor Regis
Aquarelle Guitar Quartet
01243 841083

Mon 2 July - Concert  7.30 pm
Gillingham Festival (Dorset)
Gillingham Methodist Church
John Williams and John Etheridge
Tel: 01747 853514

30 June - 15 July
Gilligham Festival (Dorset)
Many and various artists
www.gillinghamfestival.org.uk
Tel: 01747 853514

Fri. 27 July - Concert 7.30 pm
International Guitar Series
St Mary's Church, Dorchester
Guitarastrophe (Youth Guitar Ensemble)
Tel: 01305 265237

Subscriptions for May 2007 — April 2008
Payment Slip

Name..ŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒ...
AddressŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒ.
ŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒ..
TelephoneŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒ.
EmailŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒŒ.
Full membership £37.00  
Student (full time) £18.50  
Newsletter only (postal only)          £ 6.00  

Please send or give to Treasurer, Bill Eggleston, 19,
Sleppbrook Close, Verwood BH31 6QE

Please make cheques payable to The Dorset Guitar
Society

Editors bit ....
Thanks to Andy and Margaret for sending in so much material
for the June newsletter - I appreciate it. So, a plea to one and
all - PLEASE send me items for the July newsletter as soon as
possible after the next meeting - reviews of concerts, concert
notices, bits of information, tips on good CDs - in fact
anything you can. Ideally by e-mail to:
Stuart@nundy.fsworld.co.uk.    Many thanks, Stuart

Sat. 22 September - Concert 7.30 pm
Dorset Gutar Society
Kinson Community Centre
Dorset Guitar Orchestra
Tel: 01425 613739


